








THE BUILDER 


INCORPORATING 
“ ARCHITECTURE ” and “ THE BRITISH ARCHITECT ” 


VOL. CLXXV NOVEMBER 26, 1948 No. 5519 





THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THe R.1.B.A. Council has appointed a committee 
to prepare evidence to be submitted to the Working 
Party which is inquiring into the organisation and 
efficiency of the building industry. 


Ir is expected that work will commence on the 
erection of the new Concert Hall on the South 
Bank of the Thames about the middle of next year. 614 


THE first aluminium alloy bascule bridge in the 
world is to be opened to-day (November 26) at the 
Port of Sunderland, by the Minister of Transport, 
Mr. Alfred Barnes, M.P. The bridge is 
described and illustrated. 


THE first block of L.C.C. flats of post-war design, 
Weston House, Kingshold Estate, Hackney, was 
formally opened on November 18 by Lord 


Morrison. 622 


THE arenngensent of the proscenium and the dis- 
position of the audience are the two most im- 
portant problems in modern theatre planning, in the 
opinion of Mr. Richard Southern, who recently 
addressed members of the Society for Theatre Re- 
search on “ The English Tradition in Theatre Archi- 
tecture.” 


AT its meeting on November 9 the R.I.B.A. Council 
approved amendments to various clauses of the 
R.LB.A. Scale of Professional Charges. 626 


THE R.IL.B.A. Council has set up a committee to 
consider the present and future of private archi- 
tectural practice. Six months is given as a time 


limit for the work. 


STUDENTS of architecture born on or after January 
1, 1929, will benefit by the revised arrangements for 
deferment of call-up agreed between the Council of 
the R.I.B.A. and the Ministry of Labour and 


National Service. 


Tue effect of capital expenditure cuts and the 
shortages of material on building labour in 1947 
is referred to in the recently published Report of 
the Ministry of Labour and National Service. 633 


A MEMORANDUM on steel utilisation, prepared and 
approved by the Parliamentary and Scientific Com- 
mittee, has been forwarded to the Lord President 
of the Council, the Minister of Supply and the 


Minister of Works. 


Lonpon’s biggest Underground extension for 31 
years was declared open by the Minister of Trans- 
port, Mr. Alfred Barnes, M.P., at Greenford, last 
week. 


EFFICIENCY is the watchword of the post-war British 
building industry. This was the keynote of a 
speech made on November 18 by Mr. F. M. Slee- 
man, President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at the annual dinner of 
the Liverpool Regional Federation of Building ae 


Trades Employers. 
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SCIENCE AND THE ARCHITECT 


N Edwardian days, which are now rather wistfully ~ 


recalled by those old enough to remember them, 
“architectural science” was unknown, though there 
was no lack of controversy about the possible effect 
on architecture of those engineering innovations, struc- 
tural steel and reinforced conerete. “ Architecture— 
a Profession or an Art?” was the question which had 
shaken the profession to its depths in the “ nineties.” 
No one had yet thought of asking, “Architecture— 
an Art or a Science?” Nevertheless, there was a dis- 
tinct feeling of uneasiness. After-dinner speakers, 
proposing the toast of “ Architecture,” were particu- 


larly fond of comparing the architect with the con-. 


ductor of an orchestra, and we were often invited to 
contemplate him, figuratively, in his rostrum, baton in 
hand, an aloof, dominating and rather formidable 
figure, conjuring architectural harmony out of a team 
of inspired and responsive building workers. It was, 
however, invariably pointed out that like the con- 
ductor, who is not expected to be able to play all the 
instruments in the orchestra but must know their 
possibilities, the architect need not be a practical 
craftsman (many an architect of the old school did, 
in fact, work at the bench), though he must be able 
to tell a good piece of workmanship when he saw it. 

Building technique in those days was still largely 
traditional, though structural steel and reinforced con- 
crete were beginning to suggest the shape of things to 
come. With the great development of engineering 
services and the advent of the specialist and the sub- 
contractor the architect began to find more and more 
of his time taken up with routine duties of super- 
vision and administration. Then consultants became 
necessary and were called in. Clearly the architect, 
if he was to give due attention to the creative side of 
his work, could not be expected, unless he be a super- 
man, to know everything about all the complex 
elements that went to the making of a great modern 
building. More and more he came to be regarded as 
the principal of a team of specialists and, while still 
maintaining his supreme authority, much less as the 
dominant person with the “ big stick.” 

But more revolutionary changes were at hand in 
the form of new building techniques, new materials, 
new forms of old ones; building science began to be 
talked about and the Building Research Station was 
set up. Finally, the Architectural Science Board was 
created, and to the architect’s already overloaded 
shoulders was added another burden, that of scienti- 
fic research. 

We do not propose to become involved in a battle 


of words about the threat of science to dominate. 


esthetics, nor to pursue the obvious line of thought 
which leads to an architecture as precise as an engin- 
eer’s formula. There may be danger of such a de- 
velopment but it would a r to be a remote one. 
Of course, no one but a hopeless reactionary would 
deny the need for the architect to keep abreast of 
scientific advances so far as they affect the design and 
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construction of buildings. The only questions are: 
What are the really significant advances, and how 
shall the average architect know them as they become 
established? One suggestion is that architects should 
become members of teams of research workers. Some 
have already done so and others no doubt will follow 
suit: it is, of course, essential that architects should 
collaborate in this work; but the average practising 
architect, in our experience, has little inclination for 
research, nor, without neglecting his practice or en- 
croaching on his precious leisure, has he the time 
for it. e born architect is a creative designer in 
three dimensions and finds complete happiness and 
self-fulfilment only in this work. He is willing to 
delegate his share of original research to those who 
have time and aptitude for it, thus leaving him free 
to concentrate on his real work, the design of build- 
ings. 

There is, we believe, some danger of scientific re- 
search being overstressed from the point of view of 
the practising architect, who, if he is to serve his 
client well, must be cautious in his acceptance of new 
ideas and new materials. A correspondent, in a 
recent letter to this newspaper on the subject of so- 
called “ out-of-date ” technical books, dealt effectively 
with this point. “A book,” he wrote, “ should deal with 
standard practice, not with the latest theory or pro- 
cess which may or may not stand the test of time . . . 
it is a constant source of interest to see how little 
revision is generally necessary to bring up-to-date a 
book published, say, ten years ago, and to’ realise 
how much useless matter would have to be taken out 
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if the book had described all the latest ideas mooted 
when it was written and which have since been for- 
gotten.” Our correspondent, we believe, was think- 
ing of books on structural engineering, but it would 
not surprise us to find that his experience applied to 
a wider field. 

The Government have lately appointed a new 
advisory council on research and development in the 
building industry, which brings together the scientists, 
the architects, the management (i.e., the builders), the 
workers and the Government departments con- 
cerned. It is an advisory body designed to keep a 
watch over the whole field of research wherever it is 
carried on,’ whether in Government departments, 
Government-sponsored agencies, the universities, in- 
dustry or the professional organisations. Sir Harold 
Emmerson, Secretary to the Ministry of Works, has 
said that one of the aims of the Council will be to 
get the results of research recognised, accepted and 
acted upon. This, indeed, is the core of the problem. 

What appears to be needed is some agency for 
keeping the architect who is himself unable to join in 
original research up to date on all developments that 

romise to be of lasting effect, both with regard to the 
Functional requirements of buildings and to materials 
and equipment. To such a clearing house of in- 
formation all concerned with building should be 
allowed ready access. Only by some such agency, 
which much be practically helpful and not merely a 
reference library, will it be possible to ensure that 
the genuine fruits of research are available to all who 
have need of them. 





They have, however, a lite British Council Scholarships. 


NOTES AND NEWS <2. 


Evidence for Working Party. 
rPHE R.1.B.A. Council has appointed 
a committee to prepare evidence to 
be submitted by the Institute to the Work- 
ing Party inquiring into the organisation 
and efficiency of the building industry. 
The members of the committee are:— 
Mr. T. Cecil Howitt, F.R.1.B.A., chair- 
man; Mr. D. H. McMorran, F.R.I.B.A.; 
Mr. R. H. Mathew, A.R.I.B.A.; Mr. 
Andrew Rankine, A.R.I.B.A.; and Mr. 
Charles Whitby, F.R.I.B.A. 


Development of the South Bank. 


Tue London County Council is wasting 
no time in regard to the development of 
the South Bank in preparation for the 
Festival of Britain, 1951. Demolition of 
buildings on the site has begun and 
already the ground formerly occupied by 
the old India Store and Turban Wharf 
has been virtually cleared. It is anti- 
cipated that the construction of the new 
river wall will proceed simultaneously 
with the work on the erection of the new 
Concert Hall at the South Bank end of 
Hungerford Bridge. The Concert Hall is 
scheduled to be completed by June, 1951, 
and it is expected that work will start on 
the project about the middle of next year. 
Designs are now being prepared by Mr. 
R. H. Mathew, A.R.1.B.A., Chief Archi- 
tect to the London County Council. 


The Linden Trees of Cambridge. 
ALTHOUGH the news of the drastic 
felling of the avenue of linden trees at 
Cambridge has been received with regret 
by generations of Cambridge men, the 
action is one of necessity, for the trees 
have almost reached the end of their 
span of life. It was John Evelyn who 
was partly instrumental in the planting 
eae any of the Sno. Kaden 0 ag Bi 
England, pularity o ese 
trees has continued ha the seventeenth 


span of something short of three hundred 
years, and many of the magnificent plant- 
ing schemes instituted in Evelyn’s time 
are now showing signs of old age. 
Vandalistic as it may seem, the safest 
and wisest plan is to destroy them in 
good time. Tree planting remains a fine 
art, and perfect continuity of planting is 
essential if future generations are to re- 
ceive the benefits of good landscaping. 


Atomic Age Architecture. 

WHILE a well-known architect carries 
out an experiment to show that 3,000 
people can live in comfort under the 
same roof, and “cultural” groups strive 
to find a definition of “architecture” 
that lies quite outside the bounds of 
human intelligence, more practical work 
is being carried out in solving the prob- 
lems created in the field of building by 
the innovation of the atom bomb. Can 
man design buildings that will withstand 
the blast of an atomic explosion or the 
deadly radiation which might result from 
the conversion of atomic power for every- 
day use? That is the question which is 
being considered by the Committee on 
Atomic Age Architecture, formed by the 
American Institute of Architects. The com- 
mittee will consider the possibility of de- 
signing buildings so that inhabitants will 
be shielded from all radiation; the proper 
geographical dispersal of industrial build- 
ings concerned with atomic energy and 
power; the provision of facilities in build- 
ing designs for disposal of atomic wastes, 
and the safety, design and environment of 
buildings and cifies which may be called 
upon to withstand all effects of’ atomic 
age warfare, including not only the atom 
bomb, but gases, plagues, and other de- 
vices for the destruction of human life 
and property. The committee, which 
will operate under the chairmanship of 
James R. Edmunds, Jun., expects to make 
its findings available to government agen- 
cies and to the architectural and other 
professions concerned. 


Five British Council scholarships, out 
of a total of 359 awards and extensions 
for the academic year 1948-49, have been 
awarded to scholars ss architecture, 
housing and town planning. These 
scholarships, which are awarded to over- 
seas graduates or others of like status, 
were received by Miss M. A. Fielman, of 
Melbourne, who is studying town plan- 
ning at King’s College, Newcastle; Miss 
Hu Pei-Ying, of Nanking, who is taking 
a course in town planning at the School 
of Planning, Gordon-square, London; Mr. 
J. Pavlidis, of Greece, who is studying 
modern building construction with the 
Bournville Village Trust, Birmingham, 
until July, 1949, after which he will be 
attached to the housing department of the 
Glasgow Corporation; Mr. S. N. Pascoe, 
a Mexican architect, who is spending the 
first three months of his scholarship at 
the Town Clerk’s office, Newport, Mon., 
and will later go to the housing depart- 
ments of Glasgow and Birmingham; and 
Mr. H. Pinzon, principal professor of 
mathematics at the Columbian National 
University, Bogota, who will continue his 
study of town planning at King’s College. 
Newcastle. 


Austrian Housing Chiefs in London. 


THREE Austrian officials, who are re- 
sponsible for bomb-damage repair and 
housing in Austria, visited London re- 
cently under the auspices of the British 
Council and the Austrian Government to 
see how London’s building reconstruc- 
tion and housing plans are progressing. 
and to study the system of distribution 
of building materials. They are Sektion- 
schef Dr. Arthur Fuchs, head of the 
housing and welfare section of the Min- 
istry of Social Administration; Hert 
Stadtbau-Direktor Dipl. Ing. Gundacker. 
chief of the Municipal Building Office. 
Vienna; and Herr Sektionschef Dipl. Ing. 
Rudolf Kloss, head of Section 111 of 
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the Ministry of Trade and Reconstruc- 
tion. They visited the building depart- 
ments of the L.C.C., the Woodberry Down 
block dwelling estate at Stoke Newing- 
ton, which is partly completed, and the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning. 


D.S.LR. House Heating Research. 

Tue first results of the trials on heat- 
ing systems in the experimental houses 
at Abbots Langley, Herts, will be dis- 
cussed at a meeting to be held at the 
R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, at 6 p.m. 
on Tuesday, December 7. The trials, 
which have been undertaken by the Build- 
ing Research Station of the D.S.LR., are 
the only ones of their kind to have taken 
place anywhere in the world. The meet- 
ing will begin with a film, “ Heating Re- 
search in Houses,” made by the Crown 
Film Unit, to explain the purposes of the 
experiment and the methods employed to 
obtain the answers. After the film’a talk 
will be given by Mr. Richard Eve, 
B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A. 


World Engineering Conference. 

Tue British Section of the World 
Engineering Conference has received noti- 
fication from its headquarters in Paris 
that UNESCO has granted it consulta- 
tive status. The Conference, thus recog- 
nised as the channel of international con- 
tact between engineers, will be entitled 
to send observers to the General Confer- 
ences of U , 


i4th Century Cottages at Winchcombe. 

Tue Council for the Preservation of 
Rural England is seeking to postpone 
the demolition of an ancient building at 
Gretton, near Winchcombe—part of 
which is believed to date from the 14th 
century—auntil legislation is obtained by 
which such buildings may be preserved. 
The building, which is divided into three 
cottages, locally known as “ Walnut Tree 
Cottages,” was examined in August last 
by members of the Birmingham Univer- 
sity Cotswold Survey Group, led by Mr. 
Philip Styles, lecturer in history at the 
University. The Bristol and Gloucester 
Archeological Society is also interested 
in the building. 


Assistant Architect Appointed. 

Mr. STEPHEN GEORGE, late senior archi- 
tectural assistant, Surveyor’s Department, 
County Borough of Barrow-in-Furness, 
has now taken up the appointment of 
chief assistant architect of Bucks County 
Council. 

Legion of Honour for Past-Presidents. 

THe French Government have con- 
ferred the Legion of Honour on Sir 
William Halcrow and Mr. W. J. E. 
Binnie, past-presidents of the Institution 
of Civil Engineers, who were invested 
by the French Ambassador on Nov. 18. 


James Alfred Ewing Medal. 

Amoncst the awards made by the 
Council of the Institution of Civil En- 
gineers for the Session 1947-48, is in- 
cluded the award of the James Alfred 
Ewing Medal for 1947 to Sir John D. 
Cockcroft, C.B.E., F.R.S. This medal is 
awarded annually on the joimt recom- 
mendation of the Presidents of The Royal 
Society and the Institution for specially 
meritorious contributions to the science 
of engineering in the field of research. 


Professional Announcement. 

Mr. G. A. Jeviicor, F.R1BA., 
M.T.P.L, having been appointed architec- 
tural consultant to the Northern Rhode- 
sian Government, has established an office 
in Fischer’s Building, Lusaka, and would 
be glad of catalogues at that address. The 
eur architect is Mr. R. M. McKinlay, 

-R.1.B.A. 
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Conway Castle, built during the reign of Edward I, is reported to be falling into 
ruins through lack of attention. The Minister of Works has been asked to use 
his powers under the Ancient oe Act to secure the proper maintenance 


COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, November 30. 

SOUTH-EASTERN SocteETY OF ARCHITECTS 
(Maidstone Group).—** The Town Planning 
Act,” by Mr. W. Scrivens. Maidstone 
Technical Institute, Tonbridge-road, Maid- 
stone. 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 1. 

Roya Society oF Arts.—** Solid Fuel in 
the Home,” by Mrs. E. Fraser-Stephen, M.A. 
John Adam-st., Adelphi, W.C.2. 2.30 p.m. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRIAL 
PsycHoLocy.—“ The Utilisation of Man- 
power,” by General Sir Ronald Forbes 
Adam, Bt., G.C.B. London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, Keppel-st., 
W.C.1. 6 p.nr 


Thursday, December 2. 

FEDERATION OF ASSOCIATIONS OF SPECIALISTS 
AND Sus-ConTRACToRS.—Annual Luncheon. 
Guest, the Rt. Hon. Charles W. Key, M.P. 
Dorchester Hotel, Park-la. 1 p.m. 

THe INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGIN- 
EERS.—* Magnetic Amplifiers,” by Mr. A. G. 
Milnes, M.Sc. (Eng.) and “ The Theory and 
Design of Magnets Amplifiers,” by Mr. 
H. M. Gale, B.Sc.(Eng.), and Mr. P. D. 
Atkinson. Savoy-pl., Victoria Embankment, 


W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 
Friday, December 3. 
THe Royvat Sanitary Instirute.—“ Re- 


lanning of Plymouth,” by Mr. J. Paton 
atson, C.B.E., M.LC.E., and “ Age and 

its Problems,” by Mr. W. G. Lock. Art 

Gallery, Tavistock-rd., Plymouth. 10 a.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, November 25, 1848. 


THE RoyaL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH 
ARCHITECTS.—On Monday the 20th the 
first ordinary general meeting of the ses- 
sion was held. The President, Earl de 
Grey, was in the chair, and the rooms 
were crowded. More than 200 persons 
were pegs including the greater num- 
S the leading members of the pro- 
ession. . - 


His Lordship .. . said the next pre- 
sentation he had to make was the Royal 
Gold Medal to Mr. Charles Robert 
Cockerell, R.A., in testimony of his dis- 
tinguished merit as an architect; and he 
had much pride and gratification in being 
the instrument of conveying to him that 
mark of the Sovereign’s favour. He was 

roud of having been the first to apply 
or the medal, and Mr. Cockerell might 
well be proud to be the first to receive 
it.. The medal was granted by the Queen 
without a moment's hesitation;.and in- 
stead of directing one to be given which 
had been applied or might be applied to 
other bodies, her Majesty had ordered the 
preparation of a die expressly for the 


purpose. 
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ABINGER |CHURCH 
THE WORK OF REBUILDING 


A BINGER Parish Church, standing 
“«™ 551 ft. above sea-level, and one of 
the highest-placed churches in Surrey, is 
beautifully situated among pine woods 
on the northern slopes of Leith Hill. 
It dates from the early twelfth century, 
and although restored and added to 
during the nineteenth century and later, it 
retained much of its original character 
until, towards the end of the war, a flying 
bomb exploded upon it, destroying the 
western end, with its picturesque wooden 
belfry and shingled spire, bringing down 
the greater part of the roofs and gener- 
ally ‘wrecking the interior. It is now 
being rebuilt under the direction of Mr. 
Frederick Etchells, F.R.L.B.A. 

The church, which is dedicated to St. 
James, consisted of a chancel] 29 ft. 7 in. 
long and 18 ft. wide, a nave 47 ft. 9 in. 
long and 18 ft. wide and, adjoining the 
chancel, a large north chapel, 38 ft. 4 in. 
long and 17 ft. 9 in. wide with an arcade 
of three bays. There was also a south 
vestry and organ bay and a south porch. 
The church will be rebuilt much as it 
was before, with a few minor changes, 
chief of which are the extension of the 
nave westward by 12 ft. to provide new 
accommodation for organ and choir, and 
the complete demolition of the badly- 
damaged south vestry and organ bay 
which were added in 1857, and whose 
disappearance will involve no architec- 
tural loss. The modern north vestry, 
which was erected in 1920, will be re- 
paired and retained. The rebuilding of 
the roof and the tower and spire must 
await the pant of a further licence. 
The church will be roofed, as it was 
originally, with Horsham slates, supple- 
mented by hand-made roofing tiles as 
may be necessary. 

In the rebuilding, as much of the old 
material is being used as possible and the 
medizval method is being followed— 
that is to say, the walls have an outer 
and inner face of rubble masonry with 
an infilling of rubble grouted in with 
lime mortar, the mix being “2 and 1 
with a dash of cement.” The external 
face of the wall is rubbed over with 
sacking before the mortar has set. What 
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remains of the eastern end of the church 
will need a good deal of attention. Two 
bays of the thirteenth-century style ar- 
cade between the chancel and the chapel, 
with their pillars with moulded capitals 
and bases, are of chalk clunch stone, and 
owing to exposure to wet and frost they 
are badly fractured in places and will 
need careful repair. These arches were 
rebuilt in 1857 when, it is thought, much 
of the old material was reused. The 
third and easternmost arch of the arcade 
is of different stone and was inserted in 
place of the north wall of the chancel 
by Basil Champneys in 1880. What has 
survived of the old walls and roof will 
also demand overhaul and restoration. 
The upper part of the remains of the 
south wall was badly shaken and out 
of plumb, and this has now been taken 
down to a safe level. 

The work in hand provides for the 
completion of all walls to plate level, 
when it is hoped that a licence will be 
issued for the roof. In this connection 
it is interesting to record that prominent 
local residents are taking a keen interest 
in the rebuilding of the church, among 
them Dr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 
O.M., members of whose family have 
given some large baulks of oak from 
trees on their estate for use as tie beams 
in the reconstruction of the roof. These 
can be seen lying on the floor of the 
church in one of the photographs. They 
are said to come from the same wood from 
which the original timbers were taken. 
Two of the original tie beams, salved 
from the wreckage, are being fixed in the 
chancel. The others were damaged be- 
yond the possibility of reuse. The north 
chapel has been temporarily repaired and 
here the services are held and the life 
of the church carried on. The builders 
are Messrs. Trollope and Colls, Ltd., Mr. 
A. E. Pullen being the general foreman. 


‘ 


Some Historical Notes. 

The Victoria County History of 
Surrey contains a full description of 
the old church, and on this the follow- 
ing notes are based. The nave is early 
twelfth-century work and had a chancel 
smaller than the present one. About 
1220 this chancel was rebuilt and made 
equal in width to the nave, and a north 
chapel was added at the same time, or 
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very soon after. From that date the 
building remained little altered untij 
modern times, when a south vestry and 
organ bay were added and a south porch 
built (1857), The bell turret was old 
but of uncertain date, possibly fifteenth- 
century. In the east wall of the chapel 
are three thirteenth-century lancets with 
chamfered rear arches, and in the north 
wall there are three similar lancets but 
with external rebates. There is no 
chancel arch. On the south side the 
nave wall sets back a few inches at the 
east, but a few feet down it regains its 
original twelfth-century thickness. There 
were three windows in the north and 
three on the south walls, short and 
narrow round-headed lights set high in 
the wall, but these have been destroyed 
by the bombing. They dated from the 
beginning of the twelfth century but had 
been a good deal repaired. The late 
fifteenth-century square-headed window 
in the south wall of the nave, with its 
three trefoiled lights, had been inserted 
to light an altar and fortunately survives. 
At the west end there was a blocked, 
round-headed doorway showing _inter- 
nally only, and above it a modern three- 
light window of fourteenth-century style. 
The chancel and north chapel roofs are 
modern, but the nave roof was old, with 
canted sides, boarded, and with simple 
beaded fillets, perhaps of seventeenth- 
century date. The font and fittings were 
all modern, but the altar table was old, 
with some carving apparently of 
eighteenth-century date. There were 
three bells, two dating from 1674, the 
third having been recast in 1880. The 
parish registers date from 1559. 


All lovers of old churches will be glad 
to know that so much care is being taken 
to preserve what remains of Abinger 
Church and that the rebuilding is being 
carried out so sympathetically. It is 
interesting to note that the appearance 
ef the church when it is rebuilt will be 
very near to what it was in 1848 (i.e., 
before the nineteenth-century restora- 
tion). There is an engraving of the 
church as it was at that date in Brayley’s 
“ Topographical History of Surrey.” 


G. J. HOWLING. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


NEW TRAFFIC ARTERY, 
STOCKHOLM 


THE international competition for the 
planning of a new traffic artery between 
the eastern and southern parts of Stock- 
holm, announced in February this year 
by the Stockholm Town Planning Board, 
is attracting great interest. About 350 
copies of the complete competition pro- 
gramme have been distributed so far. 
and well over 50 per cent. of these pro- 
grammes have been requested by foreign 
architects. 

The new traffic artery, to be called 
“Osterleden,” is to form an_ important 
link in an inner circle of roads included 
in the future plan of Stockholm. wit: 
a view to reducing the strain on its cen- 
tral thoroughfares. Its principal com- 
ponents will be: a high bridge or a tun 
nel across the inlet to the inner port of 
Stockholm, a main artery across the 
island of Djurgarden, which is also to be 
connected with the mainland by a new 
bridge or tunnel, and, finally, an exten- 
sive system of approaches. A total sum 
of 60,000 kronor (£4,100) has been set 
aside for premiums and the purchase of 
plans. Details of the competition, which 
will close on April 1, 1949, were given 
in The Builder, March 5, 1948. 
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with ruined North and South walls of nave. 
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Exterior view of church. 





A CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AT BROMLEY, KENT 


R. MOUNTFORD PIGOTT, M.C., 
F.R.LB.A., ARCHITECT 


C. W. GLOVER AND PARTNERS, CONSUL- 
TING ENGINEERS FOR THE REINFORCED 
CONCRETE 


(THE church illustrated has recently been completed 

and an official opening took place in September. 
The structural frame of the church is of precast re- 
inforced concrete. The members, including the 
common and ridge purlins and the eaves gutters, were 
all cast on the site and lifted into position by 
mobile crane. Fourteen main members, each weigh- 
ing three tons and measuring 35 ft. overall, were 
employed, ten of them spaced at 11 ft. 6 in. centres to 
form the nave, with the remaining four radiating to 
form the apse. 
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SECTION 4-4 
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The radial members are cast with mitred ends which 
meet at the apex on a central precast concrete circular 
boss, the boss being bolted to a fishplate attached to 
the last two frames forming the nave. A cored hole 
in the apex of the members was provided for the in- 
sertion of a ring of reinforcement which took the 
form of a steel wire carried round a number of 
times. The whole framework was finally secured at 
the apex a the application of cement grout. 

The infilling of the front gable wall is of red sand- 
faced bricks, whilst the side walls are of 11-in. cavity 
construction with an outer skin of 4-in. solid concrete 
blocks, tied to the inner skin of breeze blocks which 
are fair-faced on the inside to receive distemper. 
The walls and ceilings are distempered cream and the 
concrete floor is covered in red asphalt mastic. 

Heating is by eight thermostatically controlled wall- 
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suspended gas radiators, the service piping of which 
is concealed 4 behind the roof lining. The lighting 
is by fluorescent tubes mounted on outward face 
of the main members. The seating arrangement 
allows for one main aisle and two side aisles, pro- 
viding accommodation for 360 people. In addition, 
a choir of 30 is accommodated in the apse. 
supervising architect acting for the Church Com- 
mittee was Mr. R. Mountford Pigott, M.C., J.P., 
F.R.I.B.A. The consulting engineers, who evolved the 
system of construction, were Messrs. C. W. Glover 
and Partners; and the contractors were Prefabricated 
Constructions Ltd. 

Specialist sub-contractors were:—Eastwoods Ltd., 
roof lining; Courtney Pope Ltd., electrical work; 
Radiant eating, Ltd., gas heating; and Lawford 
Asphalt Co. Ltd., floor ‘covering. 


Interior view of church. 
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HENDON JUNCTION BASCULE BRIDGE, SUNDERLAND 


First Use of Aluminium Alloy 
W. H. S. TRIPP, M.LC.E., M.I.Mech.E., Engineer to the River Wear Commissioners. 
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fPHE first aluminium alloy bascule 

bridge in the world is to be opened 
to-day. (November 26) at the Port of 
Sunderland, by the Minister of Trans- 
port, the Rt. Hon. A. J. Barnes, M.P. 

The bridge became necessary in 
order to span the junction between the 
Hudson and Hendon Docks, which is 
being widened as part of the Port of 
Sunderland Improvement Programme. 
This is the River Wear Commissioners’ 
@ight-scheme programme, authorised 
by the Ministry of Transport and 
estimated to cost £794,915. Some of 
the schemes are already complete and 
others are well advanced. 

A feature of the Hendon Junction 
scheme was the short period required 
for the erection of the bridge, and the 
contract specified that the waterway 
should never be closed if required 
for the passage of a ship. 

Because of the light weight of the 
aluminium alloy structure, it was 
possible to construct the movable 
spans at Thornaby-on-Tees and 
float them by motorship to the site. 
Construction at the works was finished 
on August 30 and the first leaf reached 
Hendon Dock on September 12. In 
one month from then the erection of 
both leaves was completed. 

The bridge is of the double-leaf 
trunnion bascule type designed to 
carry road and rail traffic and the 
whole of the movable span, with the 
exception of the kentledge boxes, 
rails and other small details, is fabri- 
cated in aluminium alloy in order to 
reduce, as far as possible, the weight 
to be moved. The moving spans are 
about 40 per cent. of the weight 
of an equivalent steel structure. 
The fixed approach and foundation 
girders are of mild steel, since 
there is no advantage to be gained 
by departing from standard prac- 
tice for this portion of the bridge. 
The dimensions of the bridge are:— 
clear opening to dock, 90 ft.; centres 
of trunnion bearings, 121 ft. 14 in.; 
centres of main trusses, 19 ft. 9 in.; 
clear width of roadway and footways, 
18 ft. 6 in.; rail level to high water at 
ordinary Spring tides, 9 ft. 6 in.; radius 
of quadrant on main _ girder, 
19 ft. 64 in. 

The maximum loads for which the 
bridge is designed are those of a 70- 
ton bogie on two axles or a train of 
15-ton axle loads at 10-feet centres for 
the railway and a 75-ton trailer on 
two 4-wheel axles for the roadway. 

The plates of the bridge are of 
aluminium alloy to BS/STA/7 ser- 
vice Schedule Specification AW.15G 
(DTD.390) with an ultimate tensile 
stress of 25 tons per sq. in. and proof 
stress of 15 tons per sq. in., the largest 
plate size being 18 ft. 6 in. by 3 ft. by 
+ in. Extruded sections are of alu- 
minium alloy to BS/STA/7 Specifica- 
tion AW.15A (6L1) with the same ten- 
sile properties as the plate; one of 
the larger sections is a 12-in. by 4-in. 
channel section weighing 12.79 Ib./ft. 

The total weight of aluminium alloy 
used in the movable span is 514 tons. 

The floor of the movable span con- 
sists of a roadway 9 ft. wide between 
kerbs and two footpaths, each 
4 ft. 9 in. wide, together with a stan- 
dard-gauge railway track. The rail- 
bearers are of plate girder construc- 
tion 2 ft. deep and the cross girders 
are spaced at 13 ft. centres and are 
2 ft. 11 9/16 in. deep. ; 

The roadway flooring consists of 
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aluminium alloy plates on_ longi- 
tudinal channel bearers and the sur- 
facing is asphalt bonded to the 
plating by expanded metal. At the 
junction of the two leaves the rails 
have scarfed joints to minimise 
hammer blow, together with cast steel 
wheel guards, the whole being 
arranged to allow for expansion and 
contraction. 

The forward ends of the main gir- 
ders are of lattice girder construction. 
The top- boom is composed of two 
channels battened together at intervals 
and the lower boom of two channels 
with a flange plate extending from 
the trunnion to the panel immediately 
beyond the forward bearing. The 
vertical and diagonal members are of 
I-section built up from plate and 
angles. 

The tail or quadrant end of the 
girders has the top boom curved to a 
radius of 19 ft. 64 in. The boom is 
composed of two check plates with 
four flange angles and a top flange 
plate. There are two angles riveted 
on the top to which the pins forming 
the rack are fitted. The ballast boxes 
are of mild steel, filled with burr con- 
crete, and cast-iron blocks are pro- 
vided for final adjustment. 

The machinery for operating the 
bridge is placed below ground level, 
where a pinion engages with a curved- 
pin-type rack at the tail end of each 
truss. When the bridge is opened, 
the curved tail ends of the trusses 
descend into watertight pits in the 
abutments. The pits are spanned by 
the approach girders and flooring. 

Each leaf is operated through reduc- 
tion gears by two motors, but in the 
event of one motor failing whilst 
raising the bridge, the other can con- 
tinue the operation quite safely. The 
machinery is designed to raise and 


The East leaf of the bridge in raised position. 


hold the bridge against a wird pres- 
sure of 15 Ib. per sq. ft. 

When in the “down” position the 
leaves are locked to each other by 


two robust steel bolts which ensure - 


that the leaves deflect together as a 
load passes over the bridge. The 
bolts are driven by a motor through 
gears and are controlled from the 
master controller through a _ limit 
switch. The longitudinal camber is 
2 7/16 in. between trunnions. 

The bridge is controlled by a master 
drum controller operating relays, and 
beyond this everything is automatie. 
The bridge operator controls the 
bridge from a control house, and a 
luminous indicator is provided which 
shows all positions of the bridge. 
Navigation lights are also fitted to 
each side of the east leaf, and traffic 
lights are installed and interlocked 
with the bridge controls to shew green 
when the bridge is open to road 
traffic, and red when it is being raised 
or is open to shipping. 

The bridge was designed by Mr. 
W. H. S. Tripp, M.L.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., 
Engineer to the River Wear Commis- 
sioners. 

The superstructure of the bridge was 
designed by Mr. F. J. Walker, 
A.M.LC.E., A.M.I.Mech.E., director 
and general manager of Head, Wright- 
son Light Alloy Structures, Ltd., and 
Mr. D. VV. Pike, 


A.M.LC.E., 
A.M.LStruct.E., structural engineer 
to the Aluminium Development 


Association, advised on the suitable 
alloys available and made a final 
check of the calculations. 

The bridge was built by Messrs. 
Head, Wrightson and Co. Ltd., of 
Thornaby-on-Tees. Plates and ex- 
truded sections were supplied by the 
British Aluminium Co. Ltd., and the 
Northern Aluminium Co. Ltd. 
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WESTON HOUSE, KINGSHOLD ESTATE, HACKNEY 


November 26 1948 





First L.C.C. Flats of Post-war Design 


C. H. WALKER, 0O.B.E., L.C.C. DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND VALUER 


S. HOWARD, L.R.LB.A., 


(THE site (3.44 acres) of the Kings- 

hold Estate, Hackney, was ac- 
quired by the Council in 1929. It is 
referred to by the chronicler, John 
Strype, in his book “ Strype’s Stow ” 
(1755), where he speaks of “....a 
Manor in this Parish, called The 
King’s Hold; where, near Well Street, 
is an ancient house, called Shore 
Place; because they say Jane Shore 
had an habitation here. . . .” 


The greater part of the site was de- 
veloped during the years 1930-32 when 
140 flats were erected in five five-storey 
blocks. A number of old houses on 
the land adjoining King Edward’s-rgad 
were, however, left standing, and it 
was not until these were extensively 
damaged by enemy action that the op- 
portunity arose of clearing them and 
erecting Weston House—the last block 
of flats to complete the Estate. The 
name has been chosen after Sir Wil- 
liam Weston, the last friar of the 
Order of Knights of St. John of Jeru- 
salem, which owned a considerable 
part of Hackney. 


Weston House is the first of the 
“P.B.” (balcony access) type flats, ap- 


completed. It represents a consider- 
able advance on the Council’s pre-war 
designs. The overall areas of these 
flats are greater than those of the pre- 
war types (e.g., 737 sq. ft. for a four- 
room flat compared with 658 sq. ft. 
for the T.1 pre-war type). 


The standard of fittings is also 
generally higher. The kitchen equip- 
ment includes a gas or electric cooker, 
an enclosed dresser and broom ‘cup- 
board of improved type to British 
Standard design. An electric wash- 
boiler is installed instead of the solid- 
fuel type and the sink is fitted with 
two draining-boards. 


The kitchen and living room are 
separated by sliding doors in order to 
save kitchen space. The living rooms 
are heated by open fires with back 
boilers, the fireplace having an attrac- 
tive terrazzo surround. Electric points 
are provided in all rooms. The hot 
water provided by the back-boiler is 
stored in an insulated cylinder in the 
linen cupboard. Alternative means of 
heating water in the summer months 
will be provided by the installation of 
an immersion heater. The first bed- 
room is fitted with an “ Onset” elec- 





HOUSING ARCHITECT 


tric fire and a gas point is also in- 
stalled. A communal drying room 
with gas-heated cabinets is provided 
within the building. There is a private 
balcony to each flat. 


While the layout of the new block 
was largely determined by the shape 
of the site and the existing develop- 
ment, the block has been so sited as to 
give the principal habitable rooms a 
southern aspect. The rear of the 
block, which faces King Edward’s- 
road, will ultimately be screened from 
the road by trees and shrubberies 
which will be carried round the Shore- 
road frontage so as to screen also the 
children’s fitted playground planned 
for the eastern end of the block. 
Existing trees have been retained 
where suitable. The forecourts will be 
laid with grass lawns and edged with 
flower-beds. 


Thirty-four perambulator sheds will 
be built in a convenient position to 
serve the needs of both the new and 
the existing blecks. A covered arch- 
way through the middle of the block 
provides access {> the perambulator 
sheds and communication between the 
courtyards, 
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The form of construction used is the 
normal load-bearing brick, but the 
more usual spine wall has been re- 
placed by steel stanchions and beams, 
thereby effecting some saving of space. 
The facings used are kiln-burnt multi- 
coloured bricks. The floors are of 
filler joist and concrete construction, 
surfaced with a composition finish. 
The block is roofed with red inter- 
locking tiles and the gable ends are 
emphasised with artificial stonework. 


The flats are painted and distem- 
pered throughout in varying shades of 
cream, a contrast being provided by 
the Maltese-blue balcony rails and 
handrails on staircases. Staircases are 
half-tiled in mottled dark cream tiles 
and the balustrading is carried out in 
wrought iron. A self-operating lift is 
installed in the block and care has 
been taken to render the lift structure 
on the roof as inconspicuous as pos- 
sible. 

The “ one-pipe system ” of drainage 
has been provided throughout. 


The various types of flats in the 
block are as follows :— 


_ Type 
(Number of 
rooms excludes Specimen 
separate kit- No. of Floor Area 
chens, bath- Flats. (sq. ft.) 
rooms a 
w.c.) 
2-room flat 6 472 
3-room flat 15 587 
4-room flat 14 737 
5-room flat 5 832 


Work on the superstructure com- 
menced in August, 1947. The ap- 
proximate cost of the scheme is esti- 
mated to be £60,000. The weekly net 
rents charged will range from 10s. 9d. 
for a two-room flat to 17s. 9d. for a 
five-room flat and, after addition of 
local rates, the rents actually paid by 
the oe will vary from 15s. 9d, to 
26s. 9d. 


The erection of the block was under 
the supervision of the Council’s Direc- 
tor of Housing and Valuer, Mr. C. H. 
Walker, O.B.E., MC., F.R.LCS., 
L.R.I.B.A., while the Housing Archi- 
tect, Mr. S. Howard, L.R.LB.A., was 
directly in charge of the work. 


The flats were formally opened on 
November 18 by Lord Morrison in 
the presence of the chairman of the 
Council, Mr. Walter R. Owen, J.P., 
local Members of Parliament and 
several members of the London 
County Council’s Housing Committee. 


The Council’s contractors for this 
scheme were A. E. Symes, Ltd. (foun- 
dations only) and Rowley Bros. 
(superstructure). 


The principal sub-contractors were: | 
Asphalt, Excel Asphalte Co.; glazing | 
M. Lewis; joinery, Ram and Austin, 
Ltd., and H. P. E. Neave, Ltd.; paint- 
ing, T. H. Kenyon and Sons, Ltd.; 
plastering, A. White; plumbing, J. G. 
Day and Sons; precast concrete, 
Enfield Stone Co., Ltd.; roof tiling, 
Williams, Smith and Evans, Ltd.; 
structural steel, Dawnays; walls, floor 
tiling, Carter and Kernahan; wrought 
iron work, E. C. Blackmore; electrical 
work, Archibald Saville and Co., Ltd.; 
fireplace surrounds, W. B. Simpson 
and Sons, Ltd.; flushing systems, i 
and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; lifts, 
Express Lift Co.; tarpaving, Home 
Counties Tarmacadam, Ltd.; patent 
flooring, Davis Unit Permanent 
Houses, Ltd. 
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TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE 
Presidential Address by Mr. James Adams 


GOME considerations of the qualities, 

as distinct from the qualifications, 
which the practitioner in town and 
country planning should possess were 
expressed by Mr. James W. R. ADAMS 
in the course of his presidential address 
to the Town Planning Institute on 
November 11. 

Following is‘ a summary of his re- 
marks on the subject:— 

The practitioner of town and country 
planning, of course, may be especially 
gifted or trained or experienced in one 
or more of the arts and sciences with 
which he is concerned, but I suggest 
that in any event he must be above all 
things a designer; if you don’t dislike 
the somewhat ambiguous term, an 
artist. If he is only an artist without a 
really sound knowledge of most of the 
relevant sciences, then (as a town and 
country planner) he will be a _ bad 
designer. If, on the other hand, he is a 
good scientist but is not an artist, then 
he will not be a bad designer; he will be 
— incapable of designing anything at 
all. 

The aim of our Institute has been, 
and is, to produce the all-round plan- 
ner, skilled in design and with a gene- 
ral —o of the many arts, sciences 
and crafts that are involved. Emphasis 
has been placed on design because that 
must be the focus of knowledge; but the 
Institute also recognises the necessity of 
the designer understanding that which 
is to be focused, even if only to enable 
him to appreciate the free scope that 
must be provided for the specialists in 
those other arts, sciences and crafts. 

Now as to the question of training. 
There was a time when the only train- 
ing available was in some associate 
profession: architecture, engineering or 
surveying in Great Britain; architecture, 
landscape architecture and engineering 
in America. Even in 1943 many shared 
Mr. Dobson Chapman’s view, expresse 
in his presidential address, that “a basic 
qualification in one of the parent pro- 
fessions ” was a desirable if not essential 
asset. Mr. Chapman added, however, 
these significant words: “It must be our 
aim to establish the planning profession 
fully in its own right.” I hope this is 
stili Mr. Chapman’s aim; it is certainly 
the aim of the Institute. 

I do not think that in the early years 
of the Institute’s history the basic pro- 
fession cum-post-graduate planning train- 
ing produced unsatisfactory results. The 
reason for this—in my view—was that, 
as town planning was a Cinderella among 
careers and the prizes, if any, were few 
and small, only those very keen on 
adopting town planning as their profes- 
sion entered the field. They usually had 
a natural bent in that direction. 

But now the profession is much more 
attractive both socially and financially, 
with the result that there appear to me 
to be considerable numbers of persons 
trained in other techniques who are 
very anxious to tack on a planning quali- 
fication if they can. Quite frankly, I 
think that the basic profession method 
of ges future will be fraught with 
danger. ay I remind you of what Dr. 
Johnson said: “No man forgets his 
original trade; the might of nations, and 
of kings, sink into questions of grammar, 
if grammarians discuss them.” 

Mr. Leon Zach, an American landscape 
architect, has said that the teaching of 
basic ideals and the development of 
“ design sense ” is common to all the de- 


sign professions. In my opinion this is 
the fundamental issue, and that is why, 
in the Institute’s view, shared, I am 
happy to say, by the representatives of 
the legal members on the Council, no 
administrator or organiser who is not 
a designer in the technical sense, and 
indeed no one else, however competent an 
engineer, surveyor, geographer, economist 
or sociologist, unless he is also a trained 
designer of towns and rural communi- 
ties, should be entrusted with the task 
of formulating the plan. In the Insti- 
tute’s view, the town planning profession 
is a design profession in its own right. 


Another Problem. 


1 wish I could devote more time to 
these newly ailied professions, but I 
must resist the temptation and will turn 
to another problem. Within the nar- 
rowest geographical scope of our pro- 
fessions we must, I think, admit that 
those aspects of town or city planning, 
civic design, or site planning which in- 
volve three-dimensional concepts do 
raise delicate questions of the relative 
functions of the pure architect, the archi- 
tect planner and the non-architect plan- 
ner. In less degree, at the present time, 
not dissimilar questions arise in other 
fields of practice as to the relative func- 
tions of the pure landscape-architect, the 
landscape-architect-planner, and the plan- 
ner who has no specialised training and 
experience in landscape design. 

I do not think that this conflict will 
ever cease to be an issue to some extent 
—indeed, I think some continued rivalry 
and variety cf solution will be healthy. 

So much for the questions as to what 
is town and country planning and what 


d are the functions of the town planner. 


The next question we must ask our- 
selves is whether the present methods of 
training town and country planners are 
satisfactory, and, if not, whether the 


d steps now being taken by the Institute 


and the teaching institutions to improve 
the situation are adequate. 

There are three general principles which 
I should like to put forward as those 
upon which the training and qualifica- 
tions of town and country planners should 
be based in future. 

First, a full university degree course (or 
its equivalent) in town and country plan- 
ning is the desirable method of obtain- 
ing the necessary minimum qualification, 
and should soon be within the reach of 
a much larger number of students than 
heretofore. 

Secondly, a non-technical basic disci- 
pline, preferably a university degree in 
the humanities, but, failing this, a high 
standard of secondary education, should 
precede the commencement of specialist 
training when this is not obtained by 
means of a full-time university degree 
course. 

Thirdly, however desirable university 
or other institutional courses may be, it 
is essential that adequate provision should 
be made for promotion from the. ranks 
in the drawing offices by means of 
“external” examinations which can be 
taken after adequate “ spare-time ” study. 


Vote of Thanks. 

Proposing a vote of thanks to the 
President, Sim GEORGE PEPLER com- 
mented on a reference made by the 
President in his address, to the danger of 
over-centralisation in large administra- 
tive areas, and suggested that the same 
danger in central government might be 


625 
added. f development 
plans was local —a 
authorities and i inistry woul 
allow them _the i 
tunity to display initiative and enterprise 
and to make their own mistakes—pro- 
vided that neither their neighbours nor 
the national framework was injured 
thereby. 

The members of the Institute shared 
the President’s cordial feelings towards 
the related professional bodies and would 
always regard with special affection the 
“old guard” (the R.L.B.A., the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers) 
who joined in the original foundation of 
the Institute. They were glad to wel- 
come to the fraternity the Institute of 
Landscape Architects, to which the Presi- 
dent was particularly attached. 


Lt.-Cot. H. P. Cart DE LAFONTAINE, 
seconding, said they were all agreed that 
the distinction between the town planner 
and his coadjutors was that the one who 
did the plan was essentially the originator 
and the others were his aides 
assistants. The administrator might have 
his proper place in administering the 
plan but unless he had been trained as 
a planner he was useless in devising 
a plan. 

They would agree with the President 
in the mention he had made of the 
peculiarities of the terminology of town 
planning. The term “town planning” 
might be the negation of what they 
wanted to do. Planners should always 
keep in the forefront of their minds the 
dictum of Sir Raymond Unwin, that 
planning was “an urban pattern on a 
green background.” 


CORRESPONDENCE 
“The Brewery Lions.” 
To THE Eprror or The Builder. 


Sir,—With reference to the note on 
“The Brewery Lions” in your last issue, 
the second and smaller lion to which the 
King drew attention has apparently been 
overlooked because the brewery is, or 
rather was, in two parts with se te 
entrances. The “ missing” lion is still 
in — on top of the archway im- 
mediately opposite the one shown in Pro- 
fessor Richardson’s sketch, i., on the 
other side of Belvedere-road. 

Any reader who is curious enough to 
go and have a look at the lion (which, by 
the way, appears to be rather battered 
and weather-worn) will | prance notice, 
also, a little to the east of the brewery on 
the south side of Belvedere-road, a sedate 
terrace of four early nineteenth-century 
houses with characteristic “ Cottingham ” 
iron balconies to the first-floor windows. 
These old houses are, of course, to be 
demolished, as they stand on the site of - 
the 1951 Exhibition, but I trust that the 
balconies may be preserved. It would 
be a pity if they went on the scrap heap. 

LAMBETH WALKER. 


The preparation o 
the function of 

a wise M 
fullest possible oppor- 
ini 





Sir,—Concerning “ The Brewery Lions,” 
I can perhaps partly answer your question. 
There are two lions in existence, river- 
side one, and a smaller one over the gate- 
way to the old brewery yard on the south 
side of Belvedere-road, on the corner of 
Sutton-walk, which leads to York-road. 
Originally there were three—the third, 
which is missing, being over the gatewa 
on the north side of .Belvedere-r 
During the war a bomb fell on the 
brewery yard and the blast may have re- 
moved the lion. 

Ricnarp J. Fraser. 


Tottenham, N.17. 
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R.LB.A. 


INTERIM REPORT ON 
ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION 
In view of the comments which have 
recently appeared on the Interim Re- 
port on Architectural Education issued 
by the MARS Group and the Architectural 
Students Association, the R.I.B.A. Board 
of Architectural Education wish to make 
it known that they are not prepared to 
t the statistics set out in the con- 
cluding sections of the Report without a 
careful examination, which is being under- 
taken. 


COUNCIL MINUTES 


Following are notes from the minutes of 
the R.I.B.A. Council meeting held on 
November 9 :— ; 

Appointments.—R.1.B.A. Board of Archi- 
tectural Education—Mr. D. H. Beaty- 
Pownall (A), in place of the late Mr. 
Christopher Nicholson (F); R.LB.A. re- 
presentative on the following Codes of 
Practice Committees—Mr. P. J. B. Har- 
land (F), in place of Mr. J. Alan Slater 
(F):—(i) “ Foundations and Sub-Struc- 
tures,” convened by the Institution of Civil 
Engineers. (ii) “ Sub-Committee ‘D’— 
Timber and Other Frames,” convened by 
the Institution of Structural Engineers; 
National Housebuilders’ Registration Coun- 
cil: R.L.B.A. representatives—Mr. A. W. 
Kenyon (F), reappointed; Mr. Kenneth 
Peacock (A), in place of Mr. Stanley 
Ramsey (F). Note: The third R.I.B.A. 
representative, whose term of office is still 
current, is Mr. C. H. James, R.A. (F); 
R.L.B.A. representative on Ministry of 
Works Codes of Practice Committee— 
Mr. Stanley Heaps (F), reappointed; 
B.S.I. Committee MEE/107, Safety Colour 
Code—R.1.B.A. representative — Mr. 
W. V. Smith (A). 

Distinction in Town Planning.— The 
Council have conferred the award of the 
R.1.B.A. Distinction in Town Planning 
upon Mr. A. St. Barbe Harrison (F). 

R.1.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal.— 
At the request of the Northern Archi- 
tectural Association for the appointment 
of an R.I.B.A. representative the Council 
have appointed Mr. J. L. Gleave (A) to 
serve on the jury to consider the award. _ 

Bequest to the Institute —Under the will 
of the late Mr. G. C. Horsley (F), the sum 
of £100 has been left without conditions to 
the Institute. In accordance with the 
resolution of the Council at their meeting 
on April 6, 1948, the bequest will be paid 
into the “* Completion of Premises Fund.” 

R.1.B.A. Scale of Professional Charges. 
—The Council approved amendments to 
clauses 10 (a), 12, 13 and 14 of the R.I.B.A. 
Scale of Professional Charges, consequent 
upon revision of the R.I.C.S. Schedule of 
Professional Charges from which these 
clauses are adopted. These clauses will 
now read as follows :— 

Ciause 10(a).—The Laying Out or Development 
of Estates. —The charge for the preparation of a 
general development scheme must necessarily 
vary with the character and size of the estate. 
For road construction—the preparation of draw- 
ings and specificatior, obtaining the approval 
of the authorities, obtaining tenders and super- 
intending the construction of roads and sewers : 
5 to 74 per cent. upon the outlay according to the 
circumstances. If the work is not proceeded 
with : one-half of the above fee. 

CLause 12.—Valuation of Freehold or Leasehold 
Properties —One guinea per cent. on the first 
£i, ; half a guinea fr cent. on the next 
£9,000 ; and a quarter of a guinea per cent. on 
the residue (minimum fee, 5 gns.) 

Note.—If, om a valuation for mortgage, an 
advance is not made, one-half of the above charge 
may be made with a minimum fee of 5 gns., 
provided that the intending mortgagee is informed 
of the arrangement. 

Crause 13.—Work under the Lands Clauses Con- 
Solidation Act or other Acts for the Compulsory 

Acquisition of Property4a)To the valuer who 
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prepares the case (including negotiation for a 
where required): The scale set out 
below. (b) To any additional valuer who quali- 
fies to give evidence : Three-quarters of the scale 
set out below (amounts followed by fees in 
guineas) :-— 
£100—10 ; £200—14 ; £300—18 ; £400—22 ; 
£500—26 ; £600—28 ; £700—30; £800—32 ; 
£900—34 ; £1,000—36 ; £1,200—38 ; £1,400— 
40; £1,000-—42; £1,800-—44; £2,000—46; 
£2,200 — : 7 ; £2,600—52 ; 
£2,300—54 ; £3,000—56 ; £3,200—58 ; 
£3,400—-60 ; £3,600—62 ; £3,8300—64 ; £4,000— 
66; £4,200—68 ; £4,400—70; £4,600—72 ; 
£4,800—74 ; £5,000—76 ; £5,200—78 ; £5,400— 
80; £5,600-—82; £5,800—84; £6,000—86 ; 
£6,200-—88 : £6 
94; £7,000—9%6 ; 
£7,600-—102 ; 
£8,200—108 ; £8,400—110 ; £8, 
—1l14 ; £9,000—116 ; £9,200—118 ; 
120; £9,600—122; £9,800—124; £10,000— 
126; £11,000—136 ; £12,000—146 ; £14,000— 
166 ; £16,000—186 ; £38,000—206 ; £20,000— 
226. guinea per cent. on the remainder. 

Where works of reinstatentent are negotiated by 
the surveyor, the cost of these works should be 
taken into account in calculating the fee, and any 
amount set off in respect of betterment should be 
added to the amount of settlement for that purpose. 

Nores.—{i) This scale, which replaces Ryde's 
Scale, does not apply to arbitrators or umpires, 
nor in cases of easement. It is exclusive of 
attendance on juries or umpires or at arbitrations, 
in respect of which the minimum fee is £10 10s. 
per diem. 

(ii) Where the compensation is between the 
figures given in the table, if the settlement is under 
£1,000 the fee on the next higher amount applies. 
If the settlement is over £1,000 the fee is that shown 
against the next lower amount plus one guinea 
per cent. on the remainder, fractions of £100 being 
taken as £100. 

(iii) For settlements under £100—10 gns. per 
cent., with a minimum fee of 5 gns. 

Ciause 14.—Sales of Freehold Property and 
Ground Leases.—Negotiating a sale by private 
contract, or introducing a person able, ready and 
willing to purchase on terms authorised by the 
vendor :—5 per cent. on the first £300 ; 24 per 
cent. on the next £4,700 ; }14 per cent. on the 
residue (minimum fee, £5). ees 
The above amendments are being incor- 

porated in the published R.I.B.A. Scale 
of Professional Charges. 

Committee to consider present and future 
of Private Architectural Practice.—The 
Council set up a committee to consider the 
present and future of private architectural 
practice with the following terms of 
reference :—“*To consider the present and 
future position of architects in private 
practice and to make recommendations.” 
The following members were appointed 
to the committee :—Chairman: Sir Percy 
Thomas, Past-President. Four official 
architects: Mr. C. H. Aslin (F), Mr. J. H. 
Forshaw (F), Mr. Leonard Howitt (F), 
and Mr. R. H. Matthew (A). Four archi- 
tects in private practice: Mr. L. Grahame- 
Thomson (F) (R.LA.S.), Mr. Howard 
Robertson (F), Mr. Ralph Tubbs (A) and 
Mr. R. H. Uren (A). : 

With the intention of affording the com- 
mittee wide discretion as to their investiga- 
tions the terms of reference were made 
general in nature and the committee were 
given a directive for the purpose of guidance. 
The directive requires a thorough investi- 
gation without undue delay, and six months 
is given as a time limit for the work. The 
committee’s attention is also drawn to 
the findings of the Committee of Private 
Practitioners and Official Architects set 
up in 1943, — ae 

The committee's attention is drawn to the 
normal means through which a private 
architect obtains work and any steps that 
can be taken to increase the work becoming 
available through such channels. Special 
attention is drawn to the relationship 
between private practising and official 
architects, and the need for co-operation 
with a view to securing full employment 
and a general improvement in the standard 
of architecture. Opportunities and faci- 
lities for young architects to set up in 
private practice are also to be considered. 

The committee are empowered to take 
evidence from a wide field including 
national and local government officers and 
Officials of nationalised industries. 


£3,600—I12 ; £8,300 
£9,400— 
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MODERN THEATRE 
DESIGN 


PLANNING FOR AN _ INTIMATE 
ATMOSPHERE 


THE two most urgent oblems j 
theatre planning are ee ceseconian 
arrangement and the disposition of the 
audience, in the opinion of Mr. Richarp 
SOUTHERN, who spoke on “The English 
Tradition in Theatre Architecture ” at the 
second meeting of the Society for Theatre 
Research, which was held at the Arts 
Council’s headquarters in St. James’s- 
square, S.W.1, on November 7 

The proscenium, he pointed out, should 
not be confused with the proscenium- 
arch. It was the space between the or- 
chestra and the curtain—the forestage. 
With the contemporary reaction against 
extreme realism, and with the return of 
poetry to the theatre, it was necessary for 
the actor to regain the intimate contact 
with the audience which only a stage pro- 
jecting into the auditorium could give. 
The traditional English stage was essen- 
tially three-sided because, unlike most 
Continental parallels, ours was the stage 
of drama and not of opera. It was later 
maintained by Mr. Cecil Macey, in dis- 
cussion, that any such forestage would be 
extremely difficult to light as, even if a 
whole battery of lights were provided 
from the auditorium, there would be a 
considerable tendency for the light to 
“ spill,” and there were even problems of 
interference from tobacco smoke. 

It was the theatre-builder’s problem, 
said Mr. Southern, to house the proscen- 
ium, or stage, and its skene, or back- 
ground, and to dispose an auditorium so 
that the spectators could best be arranged 
to see them. He traced the changes in 
this disposition from Wren’s fan-shaped 
auditorium, through the square, the horse- 
shoe and the circular auditoria, and back 
to the fan-shaped auditorium as exempli- 
fied in the Oxford scheme. The fan 
shape, combined with a. sloping pit, was 
the only one that could give good sight- 
lines to every seat. But the relative de- 
mands of sight-lines and a thing called 
“intimacy ” must be weighed; the latter 
was said to be assisted by surrounding 
and embracing curves. Good sight-lines, 
in fact, might not be all that was wanted 
by an audience. The ideal solution might 
possibly be the combination of the fan- 
shaped auditorium with side-boxes, the 
function of which was not so much to 
house = Ag aigcam whose sight-lines must 
inevitably be very poor, as to act as a 
link between the auditorium and the 
proscenium. Certainly the recent ten- 
dency to build a cinema-type of audi- 
torium in which such continuity was 
broken had proved unsuccessful, and the 
lack of intimacy in such theatres as 
Sadler’s Wells and the Memorial Theatre 
at Stratford was due largely to this cause. 


OBITUARY 
Ernest Robert Barrow, F.R.I.B.A. 


We regret to record the death, on 
November 18, at Beaulieu, of Mr. Ernest 
Robert Barrow, F.R.LB.A., aged 80. He 
was an Ashpitel Prizeman in 1893. 





R.LB.A. Building Surveyor Examination. 

At the R.I.B.A. examination for the 
office of building surveyor under loca 
authorities, held on October 6, 7 and 5. 
nine candidates presented themselves and 
the following were successful : —Mr. John 


L. Bates, Liverpool; Mr. Alexander 
Jupitus, Grays, Essex; Mr. Albert H. 
Powell, Deal, Kent; Mr. Edward Stain- 


forth, Mansfield, Notts. 
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DEFERMENT OF 
NATIONAL SERVICE 


NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS 


THE following revised arrangements 

have now been agreed between the 
Council of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service for the deferment 
of students of architecture born on or 
after January: 1, 1929:— 

Students pursuing full-time courses at 
Universities, Technical Colleges and 
certain other Further Educational estab- 
lishments. Students who are already 
undergoing full-time training in archi- 
tecture or who have been accepted for 
admission to a full-time course may be 
granted deferment for the period neces- 
sary for them to complete the full 
normal course up to the Final Examina- 
tion, or to prepare for the Intermediate 
Examination by full-time study and 
afterwards to proceed to employment in 
an architect’s office and prepare for the 
Final Examination by part-time or spare- 
time study. 

In order to qualify for such deferment 
the student must commence the full-time 
study of architecture before his 18th 
birthday or within three months of any 
deferment he may have been granted to 
remain at school (in order to sit for the 
Higher School Certificate or equivalent 
examination) until the end of the school 
year (July 31) in which he attains the age 
of 19. Students who are granted special 
deferment to remain at school until the 
end of the school year (July 31) in which 
they reach the age of 19 will not be 
eligible for any further deferment. 

Application for deferment in respect 
of a full-time course in architecture must 
be made in duplicate on form Misc. 20 
to the appropriate University Joint Re- 
cruiting Board. Full details of these 
arrangements have been notified to the 
headmasters and principals of the tech- 
nical colleges and similar institutions, 
from whom copies of the form and 
addresses of the Joint Recruiting Board 
are obtainable. 

Students who successfully complete a 
course of full-time study to the Inter- 
mediate stage and who then wish to 
complete their training as architects by 
employment in an architect’s office com- 
bined with part-time study for the Final 
Examination will be eligible to apply for 
further deferment to enable them to 
complete two years’ practical training and 
to sit for the Final Examination not 
later than the first opportunity after the 
expiry of the two years. Shortly before 
they are due to complete the Inter- 
mediate course of full-time study such 
students should submit a fresh applica- 
tion, on form N.S. 294, for the further 
deferment necessary to enable them to 
pursue their period of practical training 
in an office. This application should be 
submitted in accordance with the direc- 
tions printed on the form (which can be 
obtained from any local office of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Ser- 
vice) and should be accompanied by a 
letter drawing attention to the fact that 
the student has hitherto been deferred 
as a student of architecture for a full- 
time course up to the Intermediate 
standard. 

Deferment will also be granted, subject 
to certain conditions, to young men em- 
ployed as pupils or assistants (whether 
articled or not) in architects’ offices who 
are bona fide candidates for admission 
to the Register of Architects. In such 
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cases deferment may be allowed to give 


the pupil or assistant an mi ee ma of of » 


taking the Intermediate professional ex- 
amination before performing his military 
service. The period of deferment may 
not extend beyond the 21st birthday or, 
where necessary, the date of the Inter- 
mediate Examination held next after 
that date. The student must satisfy the 
following conditions:— 

(i) That his training in an office, or 
under the supervision of a practising 
architect began before his 17th birth- 
day or within three months of any de- 
ferment he may have been granted 
to remain at school (in order to sit 
for the Higher School Certificate or 
— examination) until the end 
of the school year (July 31) in which 
he attains the age of 18. Students 
who are granted special deferment to 
remain at school until the end of the 
school year (July 31) in which they 
reach the age of 19 will not be eligible 
for any further deferment. 

(ii) That he cortinues to be em- 
ployed in the office, or under the 
supervision of a practising architect. 

(iii) That he is pursuing a suitable 
course of part-time or spare-time study 
in preparation for the Intermediate 
professional examination, and_ is 
allowed by his employer time off in 
working hours to the extent of not 
less than eight hours a week, on an 
average, during the course of his train- 
ing, for the purpose of attending 
classes of instruction and/or private 
study in preparation for his examina- 
tion. Where it is not possible for a 
pupil or assistant to attend part-time 
day classes at a technical college or 
art school, private study should be 
undertaken in the office under the 
direction of the employer or a quali- 
fied member of his staff. In those 
cases where the pupil or assistant is 
able to attend evening classes in archi- 
tectural subjects it should be possible 
for him to work in the office on 
design problems and exercises which 
form part of the evening course. The 
distribution of this time off from office 
duties will be a matter for arrange- 
ment between the employer and the 


student, to suit their mutual con- 
venience. 
Architects’ pupils and assistants 


desirous of deferment of call-up under 
this arrangement should make applica- 
tion on form N.S. 294 obtainable from 
any local office of the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service. 

Periodical review of deferment: 
Where deferment is granted it will in 
all cases be subject to satisfactory pro- 
gress in training and studies, and will 
be reviewed periodically by the Uni- 
versity Joint Recruiting Board’ or 
District Manpower Board, as the case 
may be. 

Application for deferment: Applica- 
tion for deferment should be made on 
the appropriate form immediately after a 
student, pupil or assistant registers for 
National Service. 


Bursary for Greek Building Engineer. 

A young Greek building engineer, Mr. 
Stelios Pikoulis, has been awarded a 
British Council bursary which will en- 
able him to spend four months in Britain 
studying buildimg production methods. 
Mr. Pikoulis, who is 31, is an engineer in 
the Greek Ministry of Reconstruction. 
He is particularly interested in the appli- 
cation of new materials to building. He 
has begun his studies at the Building 
Research Station at Garston. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING 
SOME TAXATION PROBLEMS 
(From a Legal Correspondent.) 


AMONG the various problems which 
have been presented by Town 
Planning legislation are tax questions 


which affect owners of . , The 
State has taken away devel t rights, 
and the machinery employed for the pur- 


pose is the levy of development charges 
on owners who propose to carry out 
development. Corresponding rights have 
been conferred in the shape of claims to 
recover compensation out of the central 
fund of £300 million, in respect of the 
loss of such rights. 

Now the points that have to be con- 
sidered are whether such compensation 
is in the nature of income or capital for 
tax purposes and, conversely, whether a 
payment out in respect of development 
charge will rank as a capital or a revenue 
expenditure. In considering these points, 
which present several culties, it is 
necessary to distinguish between the case 
of an owner whose property is in the 
nature of a capital investment and an 
owner whose property forms part of his 
trading assets. 

Where property is held as a capital 
asset, and where there is no dealing in 
property to such an extent as to render 
profits on resales or on other dealings 
part of the taxable profits of the owner, 
a receipt of compensation would be re- 
garded as a restoration of the capital 
value of the property, which had n 
depreciated as the result of the loss of 
development rights. Such payments of 
compensation would not be subject to tax. 
Conversely, any sum paid out by such 
an owne: in respect of development 
charges would be regarded as a capital 
loss, and would not be deductible in 
arriving at the taxable income of that per- 


son. 

The position would be quite different, 
however, in those cases in which the pro- 
perty would be properly regarded as part 
of the trading assets of the taxpayer. 
What is the tax position of such a person? 
Property which formed part of the trad- 
ing assets of the taxpayer would have 
certain values placed on it in the trading 
and profit and loss accounts. Now it seems 
that the result of the loss of development 
rights, consequent upon the passing of 
the Act. would have been immediately 
to depreciate the values of the property. 
Therefore, it would be proper to make a 
reduction immediately in the values 
placed on the property in the profit and 
loss accounts of the taxpayer concerned, 
and in this way tax relief would imme- 
diately be recoverable in respect of the 
loss of values thereby suffered. But it 
may be argued that if the depreciation 
in values is to be brought in on one side 
of the account, the amount of compen- 
sation to be paid out of the central fund 
should be brought in on the other, and 
that as, in theory, the compensation 1s 
supposed to counterbalance the loss of 
value, the one figure would wipe out 
the other. The answer to any such argu- 
ment. must be that it is extremely im- 
probable that the amount of the compen- 
sation that will ultimately be paid out 
will be equivalent in amount to the de- 
preciation in values as the result of the 
loss of development rights. The whole 
question of compensation is very fluid, 
and it can safely be anticipated that except 
in very few cases, such as in the case of 
near-ripe land, the amount of compensa- 
fion will prove to be but a fraction of 
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the amount of the actual loss of values 
that has already been sustained. 

Furthermore, as both the amount and 
the date of the Pages ma of compensation 
are uncertain, only proper course to 
be taken is to allow the whole amount 
of the depreciation of the values for the 
current year in which the Act became 
operative and to assess the taxpayer in 
respect of compensation only in the year 
in which the amount of such compensa- 
tion is finally ascertained. 

Authority for the last proposition is to 
be found in the case of Johnson v. Try, 
Ltd., 1946, 1 A.E.R. 165, 532. In that 
case the company in question was engaged 
in land development. Such land formed 
part of its stock-in-trade so that the cost 
thereof came into its accounts as a trading 
expense, and the price recovered on any 
resale came in as a trading receipt. It was 
held that compensation received by the 
company in respect of injurious affection 
as the result of restrictions imposed by 
the Restriction of Ribbon Development 
Act, 1935, was properly regarded as a 
trading receipt. But, in the view of the 
Court of Appeal (ibid. at p. 532), inasmuch 
as the question of the amount and the 
date of payment of the compensation were 
hedged around with uncertainty and 
speculation, the question of the compen- 
sation could be regarded as a trading 
receipt only in the year in which it was 
finally fixed, whether by agreement or by 
arbitration. The principle of this case 
would appear to be exactly in point with 
regard to compensation out of the Central 
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Fund in respect of the loss of develop- 
ment rights. ee : 

Finally, let us consider the position with 
regard to development charge paid by 
such owners. It would obviously be a 
trading expense. But, as appears from 
Sections 70 and 71 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, the charge 
is payable by the applicant executing the 
particular development. It would seem, 
therefore, that an owner who has already 
obtained tax relief indirectly, by writing 
down the value of his property in his 
accounts, may never have to pay develop- 
ment charge, for he may have transferred 
the property before any proposal for de- 
velopment took place. In his case the 
price realised on such sale would be part 
of his trading receipts, and the question 
as to his position with regard to the de- 
velopment charge would not arise. The 
person who actually made the payment 
of the charge would be entitled to bring 
the payment into his own accounts. Diffi- 
culty would arise in such a case if the 
first owner sold to a person who did not 
deal in property, and in whose hands the 
payment of the charge might not be a 
deductible expense at all. 

It should also be observed that under 
Section 71 the payment of the charge 
might be either a single capital payment 
or a series of instalments of capital or of 
capital and interest, but in cases where 
the charge is a trading expense the whole 
of it would be a trading expense and be 
deductible irrespectively of the nomen- 
clature given to the charge by Section 71. 





IN PARLIAMENT 


Floor of Commons Chamber. 


In reply to Brigadier Rayner, Mr. KEY 
said the architect proposed to use 
Australian walnut (palmeratoni en- 
driana) for the flooring of the new 
Chamber of the House of Commons. 


North Staffordshire Survey. 


Mr. Epwarp Davies asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
if the survey of North Staffordshire was 
completed and when it would be avail- 
able for publication. 

MR. SILKIN replied that the preparation 
of the plan for North Staffordshire was 
well advanced, and he hoped that it 
would be available for; distribution to 
local planning authorities early in the 
New Year. 


‘Requisitioned Buildings. 


In reply to Mr. Prescott, Mr. KEY 
said that his Department held on requisi- 
tion on September 30, 1948, 6,226 
buildings or parts of buildings compris- 
ing a total area of approximately 274 
million sq. ft.; 2,822 of these, with an 
area of approximately 94 million sq. ft., 
were residential. The figures included 


_ 1,222 houses with more than 12 rooms, 


and each flat held on requisition had 
been counted as a unit. 

The expenditure on compensation in 
respect of requisitioned land, buildings 
and chattels during the twelve months 
ended September 30, 1948, was approxi- 
mately £5,500,000. 


Building Plot Owners. 

Mrs. Lean MANNING asked the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 
what steps he was taking to give wide 
publicity to the procedure which should 
be followed by people wishing to erect 
dwelling houses for their own occupa- 
tion, so that they might know they were 
entitled to have their development charge 
set off against their compensation pro- 
vided they made a claim on the Central 
Land Board. 


Mr. SILKIN said that the terms of the 
concession to owners of single plots had 
already received wide publicity. The 
important thing was that these people 
should claim before they developed, and 
in any case, before March 31 next. The 
Central Land Board proposed by every 
means at their disposal to continue urg- 
ing people to consider whether they 
ought to claim. 


Building Plots. 

Mr. JoHN E. Harre asked the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury if he would give 
an assurance that owners of building 
plots purchased before July 1, 1948, 
would, if they now sold at existing use 
value, receive the full amount of the 
compensation assessed under Part V1 of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947. 

Mr. D. Jay said he could give no such 
assurance. He took the opportunity of 
reinforcing the advice given to _ pur- 
chasers and sellers by the Central Land 
Board—namely, that they should adopt 
one of the three methods of sale set out 
in the Board’s pamphlet, “ House 1.” 


Development Charges. 

Mr. Hurp asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer if he was aware that the un- 
certainty about possible development 
charges under the Town and Country 
Planning Act was holding up necessary 
factory extensions on land held for this 
purpose; and if he would hasten a deci- 
sion. 

Sir STAFFORD Cripps said he hoped to 
be able to make an announcement on this 
point very shortly. 


Hardship Cases. 

Mr. WaALKER-SMITH ‘asked the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury whether he was 
aware that the provisions of Section 55 
of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947, entailed hardship and anomaly upon 
owners of dead ripe land in respect of 
which a notice to treat was served be- 
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tween August 6, 1947, and July 1, 1948: 
and whether he would recommend pre- 
ferential treatment in the claims to be 
made under Section 58 of the Act for the 
purposes of alleviating the hardship. 

Mr. D. Jay said that in preparing the 
Treasury scheme under Section 58 of the 
Act special consideration would be given 
to cases of land compulsorily acquired 
at existing use value before the appointed 
day which would have qualified for a cer- 
tificate under Section 80 had the claimant 
remained in ownership until after the 
appointed day. 

Central Land Board. 

Mr. Diasy asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether his atten- 
tion had been drawn to the fact that the 
Central Land Board were trying to dis- 
courage sellers of land from assigning 
their claim to a share of the £300,000,000 
compensation fund; whether he was aware 
of the inconvenience which would be 
caused to executors who had to close 
an estate by selling a remaining parcel 
of land and would be unable to do so 
until 1953 unless they assigned the bene- 
fit of the claim; and if he would stop this 
practice. 

Mr..SILKIN said he was aware of and 
approved the advice given to buyers of 
land in the Central Land Board pamphlet, 
“House 1.” A sale at building value 
coupled with an assignment of the 
seller’s right to a payment from the 
£300,000,000 was unfair to the purchaser 
because he must pay a definite sum for 
the right to a payment of unknown 
amount and because he must pay for 
building value twice over in two imme- 
diate payments (the purchase price and 
the development charge). The Central 
Land Board had not raised any objec- 
tion to assignments which were indepen- 
dent transactions and not connected with 
the sale of the land concerned. He did 
not therefore propose to stop this prac- 
tice. In his legal experience he had been 
aware of many reasons why, without 
great inconvenience to ¢xecutors, it had 
not been possible to close an estate for 
a long period. He could not agree that 
unusual inconvenience would be caused 
in this case. 

Mr. Diasy asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether he was 
aware of the slow progress that was 
being made in the preparation of claims 
for compensation for loss of develop- 
ment value, owing to the fact that sur- 
veyors were overworked at the present 
moment; and whether he would extend 
beyond March 31 the period during which 
claims would be accepted. 

Mr. SILKIN said that the Central Land 
Board had discretion to extend the time 
limit for a turther three months. They 
informed him that they would exercise 
their discretion in favour of any owner 
of land with numerous claims if efforts 
had been made by such owner to submit 
a reasonable number of claims by March 
31, 1949. An appreciable further exten- 
sion of time must inevitably lead to a 
postponement of payment of claims. 
Farm Cottages. 

Mr. Diasy asked the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning whether he was 
aware that district valuers had been asked 
to assess the development charge on any 
improvements to agricultural cottages. 
carried out under the Housing (Financia! 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, for 
record purposes only, since such cottages 
were exempt from development charge: 
and whether, having regard to the fact 
that this delayed the carrying out of the 
work and to the waste of time involved. 
he would give instructions that develop- 
ment charge need not be assessed at 
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present in cases where buildings were 
exempt. 

Mr. SILKIN said that agricultural cot- 
tages were not in law exempt from de- 
velopment charge, but where a subsidy 
was payable under the Housing (Finan- 
cial and Miscellaneous Provision) Act. 
1946, the charge was not collected while 
the cottage was reserved for members of 
the agricultural population. 
tage ceased to be so reserved the charge 
pier on. 2 for that reason 
and not for record purposes that the 
charge had to be assessed. 


Granting of Interviews. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the Minis- 
ter of Town and Country Planning 
whether he intended to make provision 
for the hearing of representations, evi- 
dence or argument, in difficult cases re- 
ferred to him for his certificate under 
Section 80 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, 

Mr. SILKIN said he did not. The bur- 
den of work arising from these cases 
made it impossible to grant interviews 
as a matter of course, but where the 

sition could not readily be explained 
by letter his department would grant an 
interview. v 


New Cement Plants. 

_ Mr. GEOFFREY Cooper asked the Min- 
ister of Works how many schemes had 
been sanctioned for the building of new 
cement plants during the twelve months 
ended September 30, 1948; how many 
approved for construction of major ex- 
tensions to existing plants; how many of 
these were for independent companies; 
and how many for firms in the cement 
combine associated with the cement mar- 
keting organisation. 

Mr. Key said that sanction had been 
given in the twelve months for the build- 
ing of one new cement plant and for a 
major extension to an existing plant. In 
the former, but not the latter case the 
firm sold through the Cement Marketing 
Company. Both firms were members of 
the Cement Makers’ Federation. 


Building Materials. 

Mr. C. SmitH asked the Minister of 
Works what action had been so far taken 
and what action was proposed on the 
Report of the Committee on the Distribu- 
tion of Building Materials. 

Mr. Key said that the principal re- 
commendations in the Report related to 
arrangements restricting competition and 
to distributors’ margins. As regards the 
former, he was asking the President of 
the Board of Trade to refer one or more 
cases to the Monopolies and Restrictive 
Practices Commission when it had been 
set up. He had discussed distributors’ 
margins with those concerned, and the 
prices of a number of articles had been 
reduced; the discussions were continuing. 


Bankside Power Station. 

Mr. SKEFFINGTON-LopGE asked the 
Minister of Fuel and Power on what 
—— the erection of the new Bankside 

ower Station had been proceeded with 
when the results of the tests being under- 
taken to discover whether it would emit 
fumes harmful to the fabric of near-by 
buildings would not be available till 
ae next year. ; 

r. GAITSKELL said that the Govern- 
ment’s technical advisers were satisfied 
that harmful sulphur fumes could be 
effectively eliminated. The tests on the 
pilot plant were solely for the purpose of 
selecting the most efficient method of gas 
washing. In view of the increasingly 
urgent need for new generating capacity 
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in London it was only sensible, therefore, 
to proceed as quickiy as possible with 
the erection of those parts of the station 
that would not be affected by the type of 
gas washing plant it was decided finally 
to instal. 

Mr. Keewinc: Will the Minister pro- 
mise, in accordance with the previous 
ledge given in this House, that if no way 
is found of making the fumes from this 
oil fuel harmless to St. Paul’s the project 
will be abandoned? 

Mr. GAITSKELL replied that the Minis- 
ter of Town and Country Planning had 
made it perfectly plain that there was 
no doubt about the practicability of 
eliminating the fumes. It was a ques- 
tion of the best way of doing it. ; 

Mr. Bossom: Can the Minister give 
the name of any plant of this size where 
it has been effective? 

Mr. GAITSKELL: I understand that Bat- 
tersea has a plant of: this kind. a. 

Mr. KEELING said that as the Minis- 
ter’s statement that afternoon was a 
flagrant breach of the Government’s pro- 
mise in that House, he would raise the 
matter again. 

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts. 


Mr. H. Lewis Austin asked the 
Minister of Health if he would state in 
tabular form for the years 1930 to 1947, 
inclusive, the numbers of local authority 
houses available in each year for pur- 
chase under the provisions of the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Acts and the num- 
ber of houses actually so purchased; 
whether he was satisfied that all local 
authorities to-day were operating these 
Acts and if he would take steps to pub- 
licise further this important facility to 
would-be houseowners. 

Mr. BEvaN said that the provisions 
of the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts 
were not appropriate for the sale of 
houses which had been provided by a 
local authority and the Government did 
not, in any case, favour the sale of such 
houses. Facilities for the purchase of 
other houses had been made available 
by the majority of local authorities either 
under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Acts or under parallel provisions in the 
Housing Act and he would take an early 
opportunity of publicising these facilities. 


Letcombe Basset. 

Str RALPH GLyNn asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning to how many 
county planning authorities instructions 
had been issued that whenever possible 
villages and hamlets of a population less 
than 150 shall be forced by various 
means to cease as separate communities 
and that steps should be taken by other 
departments to exercise discretion in the 
supply of services, etc., to such small 
centres of population; and whether it 
was intended to carry out this policy 
generally or only in Berkshire. 

Mr. Hoxiis asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning whether the 
proposal for the demolition of historic 
buildings in Letcombe Basset had been 
referred to the Advisory Committee on 
Historic Buildings. 

Mr. SILKIN said that both questions 
were based on a misconception. County 
Planning Officers were in several cases 
making preliminary investigations in 
their areas; their reports were tentative 
and did not make positive recommenda- 
tions. Before any such recommendations 
were made Yoga living in the affected 
areas would have an opportunity of 
making their views known. No instruc- 
tions such as those mentioned by Sir R. 
Glyn had been issued by his depart- 
ment to County Planning Authorities. 
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The question of the demolition of | 
buildings in Letcombe Basset did 
therefore, arise. He em ig y Sawaal 
ever, that there was a number of 

which were subject to demolition orders 
made under the Housing Act before the 


war. 
Mr. G. NICHOLSON said that the gene- 
ral feeling was that this 
threat to existence of the village com- 
munities and could not he enlighten the 
House about the Government’s view, 
Mr. SILKIN said he thought the case 
was quite plain. In due course, a plan 
would be prepared and submitted to the 
Minister for approval, and it would be 
at that stage t representations would 


be heard from all — nae ges = 
. It would not 


in favour of the c 
too late then. House might take 
it that the Ministry did not approve of 
the suppression of these small villages 
because they were small villages. 


HYGIENE AND BUILDING 


ARCHITECTURE INFLUENCED BY 
SANITARY FEATURES 


THE general demand for large windows 
was now abating, as le realised that 
light must be balan with warmth, 
said Mr. ALisTER G. MacDONALp, 
F.R.1.B.A., when giving the Bossom Gift 
Lecture on “ The Influence of Hygiene on 
the Shape of Buildings” at the Royal 


Sanitary Institute, Buckingham sar 


2 


road, S.W.1, on November 23. — 
universal state of good _ condition 
followed proper hygienic conditions, 


he said, and the shape of buildings 
would, therefore, appear to be im- 
proved by good hygiene. The converse 
was not necessarily true, however. Many 
buildings which were universally 
recognised as very beautiful were not 
hygienic. After tracing the effect of 
hygiene on the shape of buildings by 
historical example the speaker went on to 
say that in this particular country the 
shapes of buildings were definitely in- 
fluenced by the fact that a water closet 
must be placed on an outside wall with 
its own window. The fact that lavatories 
and water closets were placed remote 
from the front elevation might be an 
indication that the shape of buildings had 
an effect on hygiene. This was surely 
confirmed when lavatories were placed 
on a south aspect which was obviously 
less hygienic than a cooler north aspect. 
Those planners who tried to get the 
“sanitary blocks” away from the front 
or pretty elevation often designed un- 
natural plans. 


Some Examples. 

Mr. MacDonald then quoted and 
illustrated various examples, ancient and 
modern, showing such factors as layout 
affected by drains, architectural features 
developed to ward off the sun. and the 
problems arising from traffic and noise 
vibration. 

Modern hygiene did not influence the 
choice of materials. Plastering, for ex- 
ample, was still most hygienic for wall 
covering, whereas wall boards and cover- 
strips were not. The shape of rooms 
was affected in several ways, for smoke 
abatement abolished flues and modern 
medical research had given us a proper 
picture of. the relationship of the height 
of a room to its general cubic shape. 

In conclusion, the speaker, who 
illustrated his talk with lantern slides, 
linked historical examples with the trend 
of building to-day and showed that as 
methods of hygiene altered so did the 
shape of buildings. 
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BUILDING THE NEW POLAR SETTLEMENTS 


WHITE HORSE, seen in the illustration, is a military base 
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include sawmills, lead and silver mines. 


Recent Development Work in the Arctic 


By Frank Illingworth. 


THE polar regions are being rapidly 

developed for their growing strate- 
gical value; knowledge gained there 
during the war, improvements in en- 
gineering and aviation, and the discovery 
of vast mineral deposits in the tundras 
are giving them added importance. 


A chain of wooden-built meteoro- 
logical stations is being maintained to 
points within 600 miles of the North 
Pole itself; industrial communities are 
Springing up in the North American 
Arctic, that is, in Canada and Alaska; 
some thirty expeditions have been at 
work in the Canadian Arctic alone this 
summer, seeking sources of power, air- 
field sites and possible railway routes to 
the new mining cities planned for the 
very near future: at least one of these 
cities will exceed 10,000 in population. 

In the Soviet Arctic, towns such as 
Igarka and Kirkovsk have grown from 
log-cabin communities of 43 and 27 
fishermen respectively to industrial centres 
of about 30,000 and 40,000 workers 
in the space of only 20 years. In Spitz- 
bergen, a few weeks ago, I watched 
Soviet and Norwegian builders working 
against time to complete coal-mining 
settlements on the edge of a riven island 
only 800 miles from the North Pole. 


This new “drive to the North” is 
Presenting the architect with many 
problems, the greatest of which is that of 
rendering foundations secure. The diffi- 
culties are typified in the kink in the 
roof and walls of the canteen built in 
‘the Norwegian coal-mining settlement of 
Sverdup, Spitzbergen, two years ago. The 
washing-up water melted the earth under 
the canteen last winter, with the result 


that the building is falling down, and a 
race is on to build a new canteen before 
the polar night sets in. 

Escape pipes are not practicable in the 
Arctic, for the earth,is frozen the year 
round, except for the top few feet i 
summer, and drains would be jammed 
with ice within a few moments of 
receiving water. 

Where buildings are put up in the 
manner normal to temperate or tropical 
climates, with trenches for foundations, 
heat from the kitchens and_ central 
heating melts the frozen soil which 
becomes a quagmire; the building begins 
to settle within a few weeks of com- 
pletion, and a twelve-month may see ‘it 
collapse. But it is only the earth within 
the area of the foundations that melts. 
The frost maintains its grip on the outer 
surface of the foundations, and if the 
building survives the initial settling it will 
probably outlive its builder. 

Russia’s Institute for the Study of 
Frozen Soil has developed special building 
techniques for use in the Arctic, and 
to-day most of the houses in the Soviet 
North are erected on piles driven into 
the ground, the soil thereby being in- 
sulated from the warmth of central 
heating by a few inches of free air. 


Canadian Experiments. 


In Canada, experiments over the last 
three years have led to the design of a 
new “floating house.” Comprising light 
plywood walls insulated inside and out 
with aluminium, it is erected on a foun- 
dation so formed that it “sits” on the 
muskeg, rather as a punt will “sit” on a 
shifting mudbank. 

This new idea is now being tested to 
points within 650 miles of the North Pole 





and has an airfield and radio station. 
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Local industries 





and it may prove as successful as the 
Russian “ pillar ” foundations. 

In building the new polar settlements, 
however, there are other problems. When 
winter arrives, a layer of ice forms across 
the top of the melted sub-soil. Beneath 
this comes a layer of normal soil con- 
taining water, and below that lies the 
layer of eternally frozen earth. The 
freezing of the top layer sets up pressures 
which, transmitted to the water in the 
intermediate’ layer, prevent the latter 
from freezing even though its water- 
content is below zero Centigrade.* This 
water wells through every crack in the 
soil and, released from the pressure, it 
freezes, the ice piling up until it bursts 
upwards through the floorboards. ; 

Such problems are not the exception. 
It must be stressed that the polar regions 
are being colonised at a startling speed. 
The population of the Russian North has 
grown from 20,000 to 2,000,000 in twenty 
years, and the Premier of Manitoba has 
said that the sub-Arctic half of this 
Canadian province could support a popu- 
lation of 25,000,000 whereas to-day its 
inhabitants number less than 15,000. | 

Alaska and Arctic Canada are being 
developed on a commercial basis. Yellow- 
knife has grown from four log-cabins to 
a town of 3,000 Canadian miners in 
fifteen years; forty years ago Murmansk 
comprised eight fishermen’s cabins. 
Igarka, situated in one of the remotest 
areas of Polar Siberia, is floodlit through- 
out the months-leng Arctic winter. All 
but one or two of the oldest Alaskan and 
Arctic Canadian settlements are growing 
at a phenomenal speed, and nearly a score 
of new settlements are springing up, with 
as many planned for the years ahead, 
some of which will exceed 20,000 
inhabitants. Abe 

Thus, the problems natural to building 
in the polar regions are the daily concern 





* This is exemplified in the trails of water left 
by a pair of ice-skates, the water resulting 
from the pressure of the skates on the ice. 
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of every architect in the Arctic. In ad- 
dition there are problems of labour and 
supply beyond the imagination of builders 
and architects in this country. For 
example, a master builder in Spitzbergen 
earns anything up to £90 per month, all 
found; and every nail has to be carried 
through the ice floes from Norway, four 
days away by sea. The building of a new 
olar settlement follows a set design. 
Ecuigeiats and builders are usually 
flown to the chosen site, probably by 
seaplane or flying-boat. Living in tents, 
the advance party builds an air-strip for 
the delivery of bulldozers and other heavy 
equipment; more men and materials, 
including machinery for a sawmill and, 
possibly, for the manufacture of bricks, 
are flown in, and in a few months 
another township has been established. 

The small settlement of Isaacson, in 
the Far North of Canada, comprised a 
few nylon tents early last May. By mid- 
May aircraft had landed 75 tons of 
equipment there, including the first 
canvas-covered frame-house measuring 
32 ft. by 24 ft. With shelter for themselves 
the advance party set about erecting pre- 
fabricated buildings. 

Where possible, local timber is used. 
Fortunately the Arctic is the most heavily 
wooded area outside the great tropical 
forest belt; and the wood, mainly pine, 
birch and spruce, is easy to handle. But 
vast areas are completely bare of trees, 
and here the polar builder faces immense 
difficulties. 

In Spitzbergen it is planned to double 
the coal production, but that means 
shipping through the ice-pack every nail, 

lank of wood and builder needed to 

uild new towns of one thousand miners. 

Under the circumstances, the Norwegians 
have created a near-miracle in the recon- 
struction of their three Spitzbergen 
settlements destroyed by the Germans. 
Starting from tents and with one ship- 
load of equipment, in three years they 
have not only rebuilt the mining com- 
munities but extended them. The over- 
head cable-way between the mines and 
the new coaling pier was constructed in 
the darkness and frost of the polar winter. 
The builders lived in prefabricated 
barracks. Within a twelvemonth. Long- 
year, the main Norse settlement in 
Spitzbergen, was rebuilt. Now it is being 
extended, the work including new 
workers’ barracks, a canteen, offices, 
bachelors’ and married quarters. 


The bachelors’ quarters where I lived 
comprised an oblong building with a 
comfortable lounge, ogy | room, 
billiards room, reading room, bedrooms, 
kitchen. Fitted throughout with central 
heating and double windows, its walls 
were Tetum by two skins of tongued 
and grooved spruce; the roof. steep- 
pitched to prevent snow from lying, was 
of spruce-tiles. The building was sup- 
ported on brick columns. 

The married quarters are no_ less 
comfortable, each house being divided 
into two adequate flats with walls, floors 
and (for the top flats) stairs of highly 
polished birch or spruce. 


Sanitation is restricted to primitive 
earth-closets, because of the impossibility 
of laying mains in frozen earth. Likewise 
water mains are unknown in Spitzbergen, 
every building being fitted with water 
tanks for the melting of ice delivered by 
sledge or jeep from a lake two miles 
distant. Such is the water problem that 
the authorities cancelled B age drawn up 
by a householder for the fitting of a 
cistern in his flat. Every building is 
lighted with electricity, and fitted with 


power plugs. 
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Russian Development. 

Twenty-five miles along the coast 
Russian builders are equally busy. The 
U.S.S.R. has, in Norwegian Spitzbergen, 
three mining concessions which were 
destroyed during the war. Before they 
could rebuild, every pound of construc- 
tion needed had to be brought through 
the pack ice from Murmansk. Work 
proceeded throughout the winter without 
electric light and it is hoped to have the 
mines in production again soon. 


The 400,000 tons of coal which the 
Germans fired in 1943 are still burning. 
The Russians are mixing the ashes wit 
cement (15 per cent. and 85 per cent.) to 
— bricks for the heavier construction 
work. 


Workers get paid according to “the 
contribution they make towards re- 
building,” with a maximum of 2.000R a 
month. The names of the week’s best 
workers can be read on neat lists in the 
workers’ dining hall, and on others is 
more information on production results 
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in the brick-pressing plant, in the housing 
jobs, and in the construction of the new 
narrow-gauge electric railway between 
the mine and the new piers. Most of 
the railway’s six kilometres is roofed in 
with wi as a protection against snow 


The Russians aim to make their polar 
possessions as nearly as possible self- 
dependent areas. Thus, cach settlement 
has its own warehouses, theatres, cinemas, 
nthe sehslag of totn seat the, te 

rearing of cattle, raising 
of farm produce, entailed considerable 
building research and experiment. The 
first polar hot-houses were built above 
— They proved useless because 
fty per cent. of the heat was lost in 
The first hot-houses sunk into 
‘oved equally useless, for the 
heat mel the frozen soil, causing the 
buildings to collapse. The problem was 
solved by packing asbestos and aluminium 
insulation around the hot-houses, and 
erecting above them windmills for the 
provision of power and ultra-violet light. 


winter. 
the ground 





BOOK REVIEWS 


IN THE NATURE OF MATERIALS: THE 
BUILDINGS OF FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 
1887-1941. By Henry-Russell Hitch- 
cock. (London: Paul Elek, Publishers, 
Ltd.) Price 35s. net. 


_ This book, the principal title of which 
is a characteristic phrase of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, is an illustrated catalogue of his 
works, with six introductory chapters 
of appreciative comment and description 
by the author. Although it is in no sense 
a biography, it gives an interesting insight 
into Wright’s earliest activities as a young 
assistant to J. L. Silsbee, his first em- 
ployer, when he went to Chicago from 
Wisconsin in the Spring of 1887, as well 
as into his later association with Adler 
and Sullivan, who, following the tenta- 
tive lead of H. H. Richardson, were be- 
ginning to write a new chapter in Ameri- 
can architectural history. One interest- 
ing revelation is that the cause of 
Wright’s break in 1893 with Sullivan 
(who, nevertheless, remained his “ Lieber 
Meister”) was the carrying out of a 
private commission in his own time— 
what Wright amusingly calls a “ boot- 
legged house” for a Dr. Allison W. 
Harlan—presumably a little injudicious 
poaching on the principal’s preserves! 
*Another interesting fact is that D. H. 
Burnham tried to persuade Wright to go 
to the Beaux-Arts in Paris at his expense 
and to return as his designing partner. 
Wright, who even in those early days 
seems to have sensed his destiny, of 
course refused. ‘ : 

Except for the house which he designed 
for himself in 1889 (externally pictur- 
esque but with its stylobate-like terrace, 
“hovering” eaves and partially open 
planning, already showing the shape of 
things to come), Wright’s early houses 
are very much what one would expect 
from a young man just starting in prac- 
tice for himself—that is to say, they 
vary with the client. The George Blos- 
som house, Chicago (1892) is as good 
“Colonial” work as one could wish to 
see, while the Nathan G. Moore house, 
Oak Park, Illinois (1895) might easily be 
mistaken for a Tudoresque building by 
Norman Shaw. This may well have been 
the inspiration, for the client is said to 
have insisted on the style. But as early 
as 1899 the main elements of Wright's 
mature domestic style are beginning to 
see the dramatic contrast of 


appear—we ; 
horizontal and vertical forms, the long, 
low-pitched roofs with overhanging 


eaves, the ranges of small windows thrust 
high up underneath the fortress-like walls 
and the largely open plan. As one turns 
these two aenaeedd pages of beauti- 
fully reproduced illustrations of executed 
works and projects one is impressed by 
the extraordinary sense of evolving con- 
sistency in his domestic buildings; they 
are unmistakably the developing work of 
one brain and hand. Even the sky- 
scraper projects have distinctive qualities 
in plan, elevation, section, construction 
and silhouette. Equally individual 
qualities are found in his two most 
notable non-domestic works—the Mid- 
way Gardens, Chicago (1914) and 
the Imperial Hotel, Tokio (1916-22), both 
of which are well illustrated. The for- 
mer, a great restaurant with pleasure 
buildings planned rectangularly around a 
rden, one of Wright's richest and most 
festive works, was unhappily ruined by 
Prohibition and demolished in 1923; the 
latter successfully survived the earth- 
quake which its construction system of 
central piers and cantilevered floors had 
been designed to resist. Many other 
notable, as well as lesser, works are. 
shown—Taliesin, of course, “ Falling 
Water,” the hotly discussed Johnson Wax 
building, etc.; in fact, a fully representa- 
tive range of buildings and projects. 
Mr. Hitchcock is to be congratulated 
on a remarkable work of documentation, 
carried out with characteristic American 
thoroughness. He has listed well over 
400 of Wright’s executed works and pro- 
jects and illustrated over 100 of them 
chronologically by means of 413 photo- 
graphs, perspective drawings and plans. 
(It is a pity, by the way, that the plans 
are without either scales or dimensions.) 
The six chapters, conducting us lumin- 
ously through Wright's long career in its 
distinctive periods of growth and 
development, are written with great 
knowledge and skill. Every work illus- 
trated is carefully analysed, and full 
justice is done to Wright as an innovator 
of genius in design and in the use of 
materials, old and new. , ‘ 
As one would expect in a writer who is 
a devoted admirer of Wright’s work, the 
note of criticism is almost entirely 
absent. As the author says: “It is not 
generally worth while to study buildings 
in pictures except for their virtues. 
But even Mr. Hitchcock appears to be 
slightly uneasy about this remarkable 
ius who, in the eighth decade of his 
life, and at a time when most arehitects, 
if indeed they are still alive, are well 
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into the stage of the “lean and slippered 
pantaloon,” is as creatively vigorous as 
ever, experimenting with new plan shapes, 
new sectional intricacies, new materials. 
Of one of his projects the author says, 
“It is difficult to’grasp either the prin- 
ciples of the tenuous steel construction, 
or the complex intersecting polygons of 
the plan and triangles of the exterior.” 
Later he refers to a project “ carried out 
in terms of polygons with Wright’s tre- 
mendous and almost perverse ingenuity.” 
Among the concluding illustrations is a 
model of a house of plywood, each room 
being nearly a complete circle of the 
appropriate size opening on a central 
covered space. “Such a pattern,” says 
Mr. Hitchcock, “is wholly new in 
Wright's architecture, and suggests all 
sorts of possibilities for the future.” 
Perhaps, but many will think that this 
preoccupation with geometrically com- 
plex plan-shapes is merely perverse, for 
they appear to be uneconomical, both in 
the use of space and in cost. 

However one may regard the work of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, it is impossible to 
withhold praise from this scholarly and 
beautifully produced book—a remarkable 
tribute to a remarkable man and an in- 
dispensable guide to any — — 


of his work. 
CHIPPENDALE FURNITURE DESIGNS. By 
R. W. Symonds. (London: Alec 


Tiranti, Ltd.) Price 7s. 6d. net. 


Chippendale still continues to be the 
enticing and alluring word to the antique 
collector and dealer. So many books on 
old furniture have been published that it 
would hardly seem possible usefully to 
add to them, but this little volume con- 
tains a comprehensive selection of eighty 
examples from that rare and expensive 
book of eighteenth-century furniture, “A 
Gentleman’s Cabinet-makers’ Directory,” 
by Thomas Chippendale, which first 
eee in 1754. The selection in this 
volume has been made by that authority 
Mr. R. W. Symonds, who has compiled 
the descriptive notes to accompany them. 
Interesting though these are, the value 
of the book lies principally in its ililus- 
trations, which give the characteristics of 
small and large pieces of this master 
craftsman’s designs. Text and _illustra- 
tions together form a most useful book 
of reference. The text matter is also 
reprinted in French. 


NATIONAL TRUST GUIDE: BUILDINGS. 
By James Lees-Milne. Pp. viii, 184, 
ae gag (B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
s. 6d. 


Since its foundation just over fifty years 
ago the National Trust has acquired 
over 1,000 properties in England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland. Among them are 
a large number of famous buildings, great 
and small, and from these Mr. Lees- 
Milne, who is Secretary to the Trust and 
an authority on historical architecture. 
has selected 130 of the more important 
examples for the purpose of this excel- 
lent guide-book. 

Only two years ago Messrs. Batsford 

blished an account of the work of the 

ational Trust in general, to which the 
present volume forms a sequel. As Lord 
Esher remarks in his foreword, all the 
chief buildings owned by the Trust 
“have, or are about to have, individual 
guide-books for sale on the premises that 
will give far more complete descriptions 
than can possibly be provided by these 
ages.” Nevertheless, this new book 
orms a most attractive and convenient 
manual for tourists and amateur archzo- 
logists. The buildings are arranged under 


counties. Each entry contains informa-. 


tions as to situation, admission, and 


# 
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charge for entry, followed by a descrip- 
tion of varying length according to the 
importance of the building. Thus Knole 
is given 4 pages; Blickling Hall and West 
Wycombe Village 3 pages each; Monta- 
cute House, Little Moreton Hall and 
Bodiam Castle 2 pages each; while Flat- 
ford Mill and T. E. Lawrence’s cottage 
at Clouds Hill receive 1 page each. 

_ Although only a selection of buildings 
is included, the list is impressive and con- 
tains examples of all architectural periods 
from the earliest times to the 19th cen- 
tury; examples from most parts of 
England and Wales. At the last moment, 
Ham House, acquired in 1948, a most 
welcome and noteworthy accession to the 
Trust's properties, has been added to the 
book. 

_ The letterpress, which is well printed. 
is supplemented by a dozen excellent 
line-drawings by S. R. Badmin, some of 
them recalling the style of woodcut vig- 
nettes of a century ago. Attractive maps 
showing the location of the various build- 
ings are printed as end-papers, a practice 
which is convenient for ordinary readers 
but which is disliked by public libraries 
because the rebinding which is usually 
required for a popular work of this type 
inevitably involves the sacrifice of the 


maps. 
M. S. B. 


FLOORING MATERIALS. By F. R. S. Yorke 
and C. R. Fowkes. Pp. 234, illustrated. 
(Faber and Faber, Ltd.) 21s. net. 


This imposing publication covers on 
a more ambitious scale the same field 
that was traversed by Miss Penelope 
Whitingina small book, “ Floor Finishes,” 
which appeared about a year ago, and 
resembles it in that a large number of 
different materials—traditional as well as 
new and synthetic—are treated individu- 


ally under a variety of headings. In this 
case the headings are: composition, 
thickness and size, sub-floor, laying, 


noise, warmth, resistance to chipping and 
cracking, resistance to abrasion, resist- 
ance to oils, water, chemicals and 
heat, non-slip, appearance, cleaning and 
maintenance, uses, and British Standard 
Specification and Code of Practice (if 
any). In all, 58 varieties of flooring are 
dealt with. A very complete table of 
flooring timbers is followed by a table 
of comparative costs. Next comes a sec- 
tion entitled ‘Particular Problems,” 
dealing with the special requirements of 
floors for gymnasia, hospitals, meager 
buildings, domestic kitchens, lavatorie 

and cloak-rooms, and schools. The last 
quarter of the book is devoted to an 


elaborate “Schedule of Recommended 
Materials” for buildings of various 
types, alphabetically arranged from 


“ Abattoirs to “Transport Buildings.” 
The information is thus presented in a 
form which makes it easy for reference 
and, taken as a whole, it provides an in- 
valuable guide to modern practice. 
There are 24 pages of half-tone plates, 
illustrating the effect obtained by differ- 
ent types of flooring, mainly from 
foreign countries; and 19 useful line- 
drawings in the text. The format of 
the book is most lavish, with thick paper, 
large type, wide margins, and a complete 
disregard for any sort of austerity. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


HEATING AND AIR-CONDITIONING EQuIP- 
MENT FOR BuILDINGs. By F. Burlace 
Turpin. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 30s. 

A History oF Cast IRON IN ARCHI- 
TecTuRE. By John Gloag and Derek 
Bridgwater. (London: George Allen and 
Unwin, Ltd.) Price 63s. 
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GRANT OF 
RIGHT OF WAY 


PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE 
GRANT; NATURE OF USER 


CASE of some interest to builders 

and developers of building sites 
(Robinson v. Bailey) came before the 
Court of Appeal on October 14 last. 
Briefly the facts are these: Mr. R., 
a builder, the plaintiff, bought a 
piece of land of some 15 acres at Ash- 
tead, Surrey, and the transfer contained 
certain restrictive covenants made with 
the vendor in regard to the user, viz., 
no building was to be erected on the said 
land except a private dwelling-house to 
be of not less than a certain cost, and no 
trade or manufacture was to be carried 
on upon the land or any part, and no- 
thing done or permitted . . . which would 
be a nuisance to the vendor company 
or the owners or occupiers of the ad- 
joining land. R. proceeded to develop 
the estate as a residential estate. 

The defendant, Mr. B. (also a builder), 
bought a plot of some quarter acre, and 
at the time of purchase certain roadways 
on the estate had been laid out in “a 
more or less rudimentary way,” common 
to such estates, and certain plots had 
been built upon and houses erected on 
them. Mr. B.’s plot faced one of the 
sites of a roadway known as Oak Waye. 
The conveyance of the plot to Mr. B. 
contained these covenants:—one house 
only to be erected on the land in 
accordance with plans approved by the 
transferor; a covenant as to building line, 
and a further one to the effect that when 
the purchaser decided to erect a house on 
the land he should give the vendor (Mr. 
R.) the first opportunity of tendering. 
The land in question was also within a 
“scheme ” under the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1932. 

As there was no restrictive covenant 
confining any house built to private 
residential purposes, the covenants (per 
the Court) only meant that if a build- 
ing was erected, it was to be “ a house ”; 
hence the purchaser could, if he pleased, 
leave the land vacant, It followed that. 
assuming a building erected could only 
be used as a house, so long as no house 
was built, the soil and the surface could 
be used for any purpose, including the 
carrying out of a trade or business (per 
the Master of the Rolls, in his judgment). 
The conveyance to Mr. B. also contained 
a grant of a right of way over Oak Waye 
and a right to connect with sewers and 
services under that road. Oak Waye is a 
road 20 ft. wide at one end and 30 ft. at 
the other and leads into a public high- 
way. in connection with this grant a 
covenant was included to this effect, that 
“the transferor (Mr. R.) hereby covenants 
with the transferee that he (the trans- 
feror) will duly make up and complete 
and maintain Oak Waye and the foot- 
paths thereof and the sewering, paving, 
and lighting and will pay all charges .. . 
until the road shall have been taken over 
as a public road by the local authority, 
and will indemnify the transferee against 
all such charges, etc.” 

The original action was brought on the 
allegations of the plaintiff that the defen- 
dant had used the plot for the purpose of 
his business as a builder; that he stored 
on the garden builders’ materials as well 
as in the unfinished parts of the house 
thereon erected; that he had encouraged. 
permitted or invited heavy lorries with 
builders’ materials to go up Oak Waye 
and deposit their contents at the house, 
or go up empty and take materials away. 
It was not claimed that the right to use 4 
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lorry was illegitimate but that there had 
been excessive use of that right, because 
the quantity of lorry traffic expected in 
the case Of user as a private house is 
limited, and something far in excess had 
been brought up the road; in other words, 
the quantity and purpose were com- 
plained of, which threw an excessive bur- 
den on the plaintiff in connection with 
the maintenance of the road. The 
plaintiff also claimed that at the date of 
transfer, it must have been in the con- 
templation of the parties that the plot 
could never be used for any other pur- 
pose than a residential house. The 
Master of the Rolls pointed out that 
there was-nothing between the parties so 
to confine the issue, and could not agree 
with such assumption, That, of itself, he 
said, was sufficient to dispose of the case. 

Two cases were referred to in the hear- 
ing of the appeal, viz.: White v. Grand 
Hotel, Eastbourne [1913] 1 Ch. p. 117, 
and Todrick v. Western National Omni- 
bus Company [1934] 1 Ch., at pp. 190 
and 561, on which the Master of the Rolls 
commented in his judgment. In regard to 
the former he pointed out that the judge 
of the lower court in the hearing of that 
case had quoted with approval from 
Theobald’s Law of Land that “ where 
there is an express grant. of a right of way 
to a particular place to the unrestrained 
use of which the grantee of the right of 
way is entitled, the grant is not to be 
restricted to aétcess to the land for the 
purposes for which access would be re- 
quired at the time of the grant.” The case 
further established that, unless there is 
some limitation to be found in the grant, 
full effect must be given to the grant. The 
above principles were held applicable in 
this case. In regard to the Todrick 
case, that was entirely different, for the 
physical condition of the road made it 
incapable of carrying the sort of traffic 
complained of in that case. 

The Master of the Rolls concluded 
that, for these reasons, the appeal must 
be dismissed, Somervell, L.J., and Ever- 
shed, L.J.. agreeing. The appeal was dis- 
missed with costs. : 

One matter, therefore, which is clearly 
emphasised by this case is the necessity 
for the terms of a grant of a right of way 
(in contradistinction to a right of way 
by prescription), made in similar or 
other circumstances, 
defined. 


LAW REPORT 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
ACT, 1932 


CHANCERY DIVISION. 
BEFORE JUSTICE VAISEY. aa 
Corporation of Epsom and Ewell v. 

Streatham Property Investment, Ltd. 

This action raised a question under 
Section 10 (6) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1932. 

The plaintiffs, the Corporation _of 
Epsom and Ewell, asked for a declaration 
against the defendants, the Streatham Pro- 
perty Investment, Ltd., that they were 
under no obligation to purchase from the 
defendants the Worcester Park House 
Estate situate in their borough. 

The case for the plaintiffs was that by 
reason of the provisions of Section 10, 
sub-section 6 of the Act they need ‘not 
acquire the estate. The matter had been 
before the Minister of Town and Country 
Planning and he had dismissed an appeal 
by the defendants. The question at issue 
was the interpretation to be placed on the 
letter sent dismissing the appeal. 
Corporation, in 1939, proposed to erect 
195 houses on the estate. In 1946 it was 
decided that the éstate should be zoned 


to be definitely 
nx. 2 os 
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in the “ green belt,” but the Corporation 
disagreed with this. 

The Minister, however, took the view 
that it should form part of the “green 
belt” and informed the defendants 
accordingly. The following year de- 
fendants served upon the plaintiffs a 
notice calling upon them to purchase the 
estate under Section 10 (6) of the Act. 

Plaintiffs now contended that they 
could not be compelled to purchase the 
estate as the Minister did not dismiss the 
appeal on the ground only that the land 
should be reserved for a public open 
space. 

For the defendants it was argued that 
under the circumstances of the case they 
were entitled to call upon the plaintiffs to 
fulfil their obligation and purchase the 
estate. . 

His lordship, in giving judgment for the 
Corporation for the declaration claimed, 
with costs, said he came to the conclusion 
that there was nothing to warrant any de- 
finite suggestion that this land was to be a 
public open space as compared with land 
not built upon, which was ‘generally 
termed as the “ green belt.” 


BUILDING LABOUR 


IN 1947 
EFFECTS OF CAPITAL CUTS 


AN indication of the fluctuations in the 
labour market to which the building in- 
dustry was subjected last year is given in 
the recently published Report for 1947 of 
the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service.* 

Pointing out that the most important 
development during 1947 was the Govern- 
ment’s decision to cut down the building 
programme in the light of the need to 
reduce capital expenditure and of the 
shortage of materials, particularly steel 
and timber, the Report states: “ The * Eco- 
nomic Survey for 1947’ issued in February 
contemplated an increase in the labour 
force in the building and civil engineer- 
ing industries and the steps taken to im- 


* H.M.S.O., 3s. net. 
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plement this resulted in an increase from 
1,090,000 at the end of 1946 to 1,166,400 
at the end of September, 1947. 

a we si i it was announced that a 
curtailment expenditure on building 
was under consideration. and that this 
would inevitably result in ‘some re- 
deployment of the building labour force.” 
No further steps were therefore taken in 


the second half of the year to build up. 


the labour force to its original 

target, and recruitment of men for train- 
ing in the Government Training Centres 
bong also suspended towards the end of 


year. 

_ Concerning the Electricity Power Sta- 
tion Programme, the Report refers to the 
Inter-Departmental Committee and Work- 
ing Party set up to supervise the Pro- 
gramme and to take whatever steps were 
possible to ensure that each of the works 
in progress was adequately supplied with 
labour, plant and materials, and adds: 
“ Overriding priority was given to labour 
demands for projects of this class. The 
principal difficulties arose in connection 
with specialist types of labour, e.g., car- 
penter-shutterers, steel benders fixers, 
scaffolders, bricklayers and steel erectors, 
mainly owing to the heavy and unpopular 
nature of the work. tisfactory pro- 
gress was made and at the end of the year 
there were over 9,000 men employed on 
the more important power station pro- 
jects and less than 500 outstanding vacan- 
cies, the latter being mainly replacements 
for wastage. 

“ With regard to other classes of work 
claiming special attention the labour force 
on atomic energy research establishments 
was a built up, notwithstanding the 
scarcity of bricklayers and carpenters. 
Close contact was maintained with the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power in connec- 
tion with demands for experienced re- 
tort setter bricklayers required for the 
seasonal programme of retort setting at 
gas undertakings. Special steps were 
taken, in collaboration with that Ministry, 
to provide labour for projects involving 
the preparation of sites for oil storage.” 


BUILDING IN STONE 
MEMORANDUM TO MINISTRIES 


The advantages in using stone for 
house building in certain rural areas are 
that harmony would be achieved between 
old and new buildings, fuel which is 
normally required in the manufacture 
of building materials would be saved, 
and the use of local stone would involve 
@ saving in petrol and labour for trans- 
port. This view is expressed by a com- 
mittee, specially formed by the Housing 
Centre, in a memorandum they have 
submitted to the Ministers of Health and 
Town and Country: Planning. The 
memorandum points out that the com- 
mittee has prepared a tentative map of 
those areas in which stone buildings pre- 
dominate and has made rough estimates 
of the proportion of future building in 
these areas which should be carried out 
in stone. It also states that there is 
a great shortage of labour in quarrying 
and masonry and that many quarries 
have gone temporarily out of produc- 
tion. To meet these problems, the com- 
mittee proposes: 

That an additional housing subsid 
should. be made available immediate 
in certain areas where the cost of build- 
ing in stone now exceeds that of — 
in brick or other material; that researc 
should be carried out into improved tech- 
nical methods of winning and working 
stone and of construction; that there 
should be greater official encouragement 
of apprenticeship and training schemes. 
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THE “ HOLIDAYS ” 
SCHEME 


REPORT ON PROGRESS 


‘TTTHE fact that the building and civil 
™ engineering industries were comply- 
ing with the Holidays Scheme introduced 
by the Building and Civil Engineering 
Holidays Scheme Management, Ltd., 
without the need for a widespread in- 
spectorate for enforcement, was some- 
thing of which they could be con- 
gratulated, said FREDERICK W. 
LecceTt, chairman of the company, at 
the annual general meeting held at 82, 
New Cavendish -street, W.1, on Novem- 
ber 4. The company, he said, was at the 
end of five years’ operation of a scheme 
boldly initiated in the middle of the war 
and carried on in violently fluctuating 
circumstances. This year had been 
marked by a major development in the 
operations of the company due to the 
institution of the Public Holidays Scheme. 

This was not a simple addition to the 
Annual Holidays Scheme and its very 
proper provision for a full measure of 
flexibility to meet the differing customs 
in the various areas created problems 
of administration to which much thought 
had to be given. Additional accommoda- 
tion had thea mecessary for the ex- 
panded administration but an applica- 
tion for the use of empty property next 
to the existing offices had been turned 
down on the ground that the property 
was zoned in the plans for the future 
as residential, The company had acquired 
other premises at Walham Green. It had 
not been possible so far to obtain a 
licence for the adaptation of the whole 
of the premises but a large section of the 
staff was working there under good con- 
ditions. Every effort was being made, 
however, to hasten the time when all the 
staff would be under one roof. The 
chairman went on to say that there had 
been many problems affecting the 
financial position of the company. They 
had been carrying on at a time when the 
national and international situation had 
been uncertain, and it was in such 
circumstances that they had to consider 
the problem of investment of such funds 
as had been available from time to time. 


The Management Board had decided 
they must exercise the greatest caution in 
regard to the investment of funds and in 
regard to the changing of investments for 
the purpose of capital gain. Another 
matter to be settled was that relating to 
the payment of income tax. The position 
was difficult because this was a limited 
company, but it was certainly not a profit- 
making concern. ‘Management 
Board had decided that each of the 
Public Holidays cards should bear an 
administrative charge of 3d. which 
together with the present 6d. for the 
Annual Holidays card would produce a 
sum of Is. 6d. as a contribution towards 
the administrative and operating e¢x- 
penses of the company. In time it 
might be ex that these costs 
would be uced but it had to be 
remembered that there were no means by 
which they could’ get substantial 
economies unless they received a favour- 
able decision on income tax and moved 
into single premises. The company was, 
however, in a very sound position, and he 
could assure the members that the 
Management Board were’ watching 
oars so that it could be kept in that 

te. 


The chairman concluded by paying a 
tribute to the members of the ~ nm Ai 
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ment Board for the effective way in 
which they had dealt with the variety of 
—— that had arisen. It was a great 

onour to be associated with them and 
with the scheme, The industries should 
be proud of this example of what could 
be done by organisations working volun- 
tarily together. Much was heard to-day 
of joint co-operation and this was an 
aes example of that desirable 
policy. 


NEW TOWNS NEWS 
BRACKNELL AND MOBBERLEY 


REPRESENTATIVES from the National 

Farmers’ Union, the National Union of 
Agricultural Workers and the Central 
Land Owners’ Association met the deputy 
secretary of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, Dame Evelyn Sharp, 
D.B.E., at the Ministry’s headquarters last 
week. They urged that if a new town 
was developed at Bracknell it should be 
kept clear of all farmland. The Min- 
istry’s representatives promised that their 
views would be fully considered by the 
Minister before any further action was 
taken, 
_ Mr. Silkin also received a deputa- 
tion recently from the Manchester City 
Corporation, who brought up the ques- 
tion of possible sites for housing the 
overspill population from Manchester, 
and made their proposals concerning 
Mobberley, Lymm and Congleton. 

It was recently stated at a meeting of 
the Cheshire County Council that the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
had announced its intention of abandon- 
ing the scheme of establishing a new town 
at Mobberley, and of giving further con- 
sideration to suggested alternative sites 
at Crowton and Congleton. 


QUARKZITE 


A NATURAL STONE 
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STEEL UTILISATION 


RECOMMENDATIONS IN 
MEMORANDUM TO GOVERNMENT 


A MEMORANDUM On Steel utilisation, 
prepared and approved by the Parliamen- 
tary and Scientific Committee, has been 
forwarded by the acting chairman, Sir 
Wavell Wakefield, M.P., to the Lord 
President of the Council, the Minister of 
Supply and the Minister of Works. The 
memorandum recommends that the 
Government should adopt a general 
policy of encouraging the most effective 
use of steel as being one of the valuable 
raw materials on which the economy of 
this country is based and suggests the 
following are ways in which this might 
be done : — 


(a) Those nationalised industries which 
are large users of steel should give a lead 
by specifying the most efficient steels and 
the methods of use for their various pur- 
poses; they should each set up a 
machinery to examine, in collaboration 
with the welding and steel industries and 
the professional bodies of construc- 
tional engineers, the best and quickest 
way of achieving this general objective. 
(Such action was taken by. the Service 
Supply Departments during the war with 
good effect.) 


(b) The trade or technical bodies con- 
cerned with other big steel-using indus- 
tries should be invited to set up similar 
machinery. 


(c) Government departments should 
adopt (where they have not already done 
so) the provision in BS449 and/or in the 
Codes of Practice of ways to improve the 
utilisation of steel, not only in view of the 
direct effect but also because of the ex- 
ample thereby set to architects and 
builders generally. 


(d) The Steel Board and the Ministry 
of Supply should be invited to consider 
what other action could be taken, per- 
haps through the authorisation scheme, 
to encourage the application of this 
general policy. 

(e) The various industries and the 
technical and professional bodies con- 
cerned should be invited to give every 
kind of publicity about these matters. 


STEEL BILL OPPOSED 
IRON COUNCIL’S RESOLUTION 


At the annual convention of the Joint 
Iron Council, held in London recently, the 
producers and users of foundry pig-iron 
passed a resolution which stated that the 
convention recorded its unqualified oppo- 
sition to the policy of the Government, as 
embodied in the Iron and Steel Bill. The 
convention appreciated that ironfoundries 
in general were not included in the third 
schedule of the Bill, but as it was clear 
that if the Bill became law the production 
and distribution of all pig-iron would be 
entirely at the discretion of the new Iron 
and Steel Corporation, the convention was 
unanimously of the opinion that the main- 
tenance and development of an efficient 
and free ironfoundry industry would be 
impossible. The convention authorised 
its executive to take all legitimate steps 
to defend and protect private enterprise 
throughout every section of the industry 
and, in particular, to secure the rejection 
of the Iron and Steel Bill. Further, the 
executive gpa we meee ager 
every possi step to bring home 
producers in the a altos and to all the 
purchasers of its products, the direct and 
indirect dangers which threatened the in- 


dustry. 
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THE TUMMEL-GARRY 


PROJECT 
ERROCHTY SECTION CONTRACT 


THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board have announced that the £7,000,000 
contract for the civil engineering work 
on the Errochty Section of the Tummel- 
Garry Project has been placed with 
Messrs. A. M. Carmichael, Ltd., Edin- 
burgh. This section of the project will 
utilise 86 square miles of catchment area, 
comprising the upper waters of the Rivers 
Bruar, Garry and Errochty. The con- 
tract includes theeconstruction of 12 miles 
of collecting tunnels and aqueducts bring- 
ing water from the Bruar, Edendon and 
Garry into a new reservoir, three miles 
long, on the upper Errochty. The dam 
creating this new loch represents a con- 
siderable part of the contract. It will be 
1,310 ft. long and 127 ft. high. Another 
large item is a tunnel over five miles in 
length from the Errochty reservoir to the 
generating station on the shores of Loch 
Tummel. This tunnel will lead straight 
to the power station without any external 
pipeline and the generating station itself, 
which will be built by the same contrac- 
tor, will be mainly underground. Efforts 
will be made to construct the main tun- 
nels, dam and power station so that gene- 
ration can commence before the outlying 
collecting aqueducts are completed. The 
works are scheduled to be completed 
within five years, and 1,500 to 2,000 men 
will be employed. 

The plant of the Errochty station will 
consist of three 25,000 vertical shaft 
Francis turbo-alternators. 

Sir Alexander Gibb and Partners are 
the civil engineering consultants. The 
electrical and mechanical consultants are 
Messrs. Merz and McLellan. 

The Board have asked the contractor to 
place sub-contracts where possible with 
Scottish firms. 


NEW CENTRAL LINE 


EXTENSIONS 
MORE NEXT YEAR 


Lonpon’s biggest Underground exten- 
sion for 31 years was declared open by 
the Minister of Transport, MR. ALFRED 
BARNES, at Greenford on Friday morn- 
ing. This was a 10-mile, £2,000,000 ex- 
tension carrying the Central Line from 
Greenford to West Ruislip in the west and 
from Woodford to Buckhurst Hill, 
Loughton, Roding Valley, Chigwell, 
Grange Hill and Hainault in the east. It 
was announced at the ceremony that 
London Transport, working in conjunc- 
tion with British Railways, broke all pre- 
vious records for high-speed track laying 
to keep their target date, despite short- 
ages. A total of 36 miles of rails, weigh- 
ing 3,400 tons, and 25,000 tons of ballast, 
were laid between Greenford and West 
Ruislip in seven months. : 

The opening will mean a better service 
for all Central Line travellers because 
it brings into use a modern 500-car Under- 
ground train depot at Ruislip and ends 
the great difficulties under which aug- 
mented Central Line rolling stock has 
been maintained during the past months 
at Wood-lane. , 

In the west, the Great Western Railway 
and, later, the Western Region, British 
Railways, have been responsible for all 
civil engineering and architectural design 
and construction work. The erection of 
240 tons of steel girderwork in the bridge 
at West Ruislip Station and the widening 
of the Northolt cutting have been among 
the more important works that have been 
carried out. In the east, the Eastern 
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Region, British Railways, have made all 
the necessary alterations to running tracks 
and goods yards. 

The eastern end of the Central London 
Line will be extended next year to Epping, 
according to Lorp LatHaM, chairman of 
@ac London Transport executive, who 
spoke at the opening of the new stations. 
Further extensions would be made in the 
Epping Forest area as the L.C.C. housing 
estates were developed, he said. 


CONTROLS RELAXED 
MACHINERY ORDER REVOKED 


Tue relaxation of controls for a wide 
range of commodities, announced re- 
cently by Mr. Wilson, President of the 
Board of Trade, and Mr. Strauss, Minister 
of Supply, include machinery, linoleum, 
glue, gelatine and size. 

In a written answer to a question in 
the House of Commons on the review of 
controls by his Department, Mr. Strauss 
said he now approved the release from 
statutory control of most of the products 
controlled by the Machinery, Plant and 
Appliances (General) Orders, 1945-46. 
He was removing the statutory control 
in the assurance that the industries con- 
cerned would, without a licensing system, 
continue to comply with Government 
policy in the distribution of their output 
between the home and export markets. 
The revocation would come into force 
on December 1. The Minister of Supply 
has also approved the issue of open 
licences for all products under the Elec- 
trical Goods Orders except space- and 
water-heaters. These open licences have 
already been issued. In this case, there- 
fore, control has been relaxed by ad- 
ministrative action, but the Statutory 
Order has been retained. 

Among the Board of Trade relaxations 
which have been made as from November 
22 are the revocation of statutory 
control of the acquisition, disposal and 
use of glue, gelatine and size and the 
revocation of statutory control of the 
manufacture and supply of linoleum. 
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AN EFFICIENT 


BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Erriciency is the watchword of the 
post-war British building industry. This 
was the keynote of a speech made on 
November 18 by the President of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, Mr. F. M. SLeEMAN, of 
Exeter. He was speaking at the annual 
dinner of the Liverpool Regional Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers. _ 

“ Because building prices are high,” 
said Mr. Sleeman, “ because the Govern- 
ment is holding an inquiry into the in- 
dustry, because houses do not in time 
of shortages spring up as they did be- 
fore the war, some people have jumped 
to the conclusion that the building in- 
dustry is inefficient. : 

“ This is not the view of the Minister 
of Health’s Committee on Housebuilding 
Costs. pene make it clear that other 
prices as well as building prices are high; 
that labour costs are up, and that the 
prices of materials are up, though profits 
are on a lower level than before the war. 

“As for the Government inquiry, the 
Government is inquiring into all mdus- 
tries to-day because it believes in central 
planning. In our dealings with the Work- 
ing Party we shall put the cards on the 
table face upwards. We do not fear an 
impartial inquiry which, with our help, 
based on the experience of the largest 
membership of any Federation of build- 
ing trades employers in this country, 
should lead to an all-round improvement 
in industrial efficiency. 

“ Meantime, the building industry is 
seeking in every way, by the greater use 
of mechanisation, by the encouragement 
of incentive schemes, by the application 
of science, to increase its ¢ » 80 
that the public will get the benefit in 
greater speed of a tion and in re- 
duced costs. Government itself 
makes great play with the number of 
houses built since the end of the war. 
Who built these houses? The much- 
mali building industry. : 

“ Of course, had we been free to build 
them in our own way, had materials and 
labour been plentiful, had the demands of 
other industries not interfered with our 
work, the figures would have been very 
much better. A big programme, a firm 
programme, can always be carried out 
at lower costs than one which is both 
small and uncertain. 

“Mr. Aneurin Bevan’s scheme, under 
which local authorities, if they so desire, 
can allocate one-fifth of their quotas for 
the building of houses to sell or to let 
privately,” concluded Mr. Sleeman, “ has 
made a slow start. If, as seems possible, 
the scheme continues to lag, it will be 
because the machinery is too complicated, 
and because many of the local authori- 
ties are not willing to allocate, and the 
blame will rest, not with the builders, 
but with the Government and the local 
authorities. I appeal, therefore, to the 
Government to encourage simpler 
arrangements and to local authorities to 
have more regard for the urgent i 
of middle-class families and for their 
ratepayers.” 


Booklet for Consulting Engineers. 

Tue Society of Engineers, 17, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1, announces the publication 
of a revised version of a booklet for 
engineers ore in consulting work, 
“ Professio Practice in Engineering.” 
This was originally published by the 
Society in 1917 and the present revision 
contains many alterations to bring it into 
line with current requirements. 
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COLONIAL 


DEVELOPMENT 
NEW BUILDINGS FOR RESEARCH 


A NEw central research station for the 
Empire Cotton Growing Corporation is 
being built at Uganda. Suitable staff 
members are to be transferred there from 
the station at Barbeston, Transvaal, 
which is to be closed. Work at the new 
station will include research into plant 
breeding, plant physiology, crop hus- 
bandry, entomology, plant pathology, 
and soil science. The capital for the 
station will be £206,500, of which £103,250 
will come from the United Kingdom 
Government's Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act funds, £78,250 from the Cor- 

ration’s invested funds, and £25,000 
tom the Cotton Industry War Memorial 
Trust. The station is to be larger than 
existing stations and is to be equipped 
with all modern appliances. 


Nigeria’s Ten-Year Development Plan, 
_ which has been approved by the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies, provides 
for a total expenditure of £55 million, of 
which £23 million is provided from the 
Colonial Development and Welfare Fund, 
the remainder coming from Nigerian 
revenue and loans. About 62 per cent. 
of this total will be spent,on health and 
education services, water supplies and 
communications. In addition, five Live- 
stock Improvement Centres are provided 
for. Veterinary development will con- 
sist mainly of expansion of existing ser- 
vices, but there will also be several major 
schemes, including provision for research 
work. In March, 1947, a grant of 
£330,000 was made from Development 
and Welfare funds to cover the cost of 
recurrent expenditure on these schemes 
for the first six years. Buildings and 
capital expenditure are provided for 
separately. A Department of Veterinary 
Science is also being built up at Ibadan 
University College. 

The whole range of agricultural 
research in East Africa has been under 
review in recent years, and at a confer- 
ence at Nairobi in 1946 it was decided 
that a new research station in Kenya 
should replace, as headquarters of the 
organisation, the Research Institute at 
Amani, in Tanganyika. For this purpose 
land was bought at Limuru, in Kenya, 
with the assistance of a grant of £40,000 
in the year 1945-46. A grant of £139,000 
has now been made for the East African 
Agricultural and Forestry Research 
Organisation, including £45,000 for capi- 
tal expenditure. The work of laying out 
the site and building laboratories and 
housing will proceed during 1948-49. 


NEW HOUSING ESTATE 
LAYOUT COVERS 1,460 ACRES 


THE ceremonial opening of Harold 
Hill Housing Estate, Essex, took place 
yesterday. e ceremony was performed 
by the Rt. Hon. the Chairman of the 
Council, Mr. Walter R. Owen, J.P. The 
estate is the largest post-war housing 
estate in the London area; 7,600 dwell- 
ings will be erected on 630 acres. With 
land for schools, community and health 
centres, shops, cinemas, churches, parks 
and open spaces, and industry, the lay- 
out covers 1,460 acres. 

The house which was opened this 
week is semi-detached, with a total super- 
ficial area of 1,128 sq. ft. It has five 
rooms—living-room (170 sq. ft.), sitting- 
room (124 sq. ft.), and three bedrooms 
(165, 124 and 114 sq. ft.). Heating in 

y toe Behe is by means of an open 
with a back boiler to provide 
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hot water and with convector flues to 
warm a number of the other rooms. 
Other amenities include linen cupboards, 
ample bedroom cupboard accommoda- 
tion and space for perambulator, fuel 
and tool stores. 


The planning of the estate will retain 
existing features so far as is possible. 
large number of trees are being pre- 
served and the open space to be provided 
will form a parkway through the estate. 
A small number of three-storey flats will 
be built on the higher land to provide an 
interesting skyline. Industrial land has 
been selected and roads planned so as 
to exclude all industrial traffic from the 
estate itself. Drainage problems will be 
dealt with by the erection of a special 
pumping station to be equipped with 
three automatically-operated electrically- 
driven pumps. 





Psychology in Industry. 

The National Institute of Industrial 
Psychology, which has made a valuable 
contribution to industry and to the de- 
velopment of knowledge by its twenty- 
seven years of research and field work, 
will be faced with the problem of finding 
alternative accommodation when the 
lease of the present premises in Aldwych 
House expires in June. Arrangements 
to re-house the Institute will involve con- 
siderable expenditure, and although some 
of the research projects commissioned by 
the Government will be financed by pub- 
lic funds, further sources of revenue must 
be developed. Membership subscriptions 
play an essential role in enabling the 
Institute to continue its work. Member- 
ship is open to corporate bodies. Part- 
nerships may associate themselves with 
the Institute under the scheme by nomin- 
ating a partner or member of staff as an 
individual member and paying the sub- 
scription which would be applicable in the 
case of a corporate body. The subscription 
rates are arranged on a sliding scale from 3 
guineas to 5 guineas annually. Applica- 
tion forms may be obtained from Aldwych 
House, W.C.2. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Health and Engineering Exhibition. 

Over 30,000 people, including 1,560 
delegates from local authorities, attended 
the Public Health and Municipal Engin- 
eering Congress and Exhibition at 
There were numerous visitors 
from overseas. 


Draft Code of Practice. 


The Codes of Practice Committee has 
issued, as a draft for comment, Code 
402.401, “Chemical Extinguishers and 
other Hand Appliances,” prepared on 
its behalf by a commitéee convened by 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers. 
Copies may be obtained from the B.S.L, 
24-28, Victoria-street, S.W.1, price 2s. post 
free, proof reference CP/(B) 792. 


An Australian Research Report. 


A “Second Interim Analysis of the 
Strength of Masonry Walls with Respect 
to Lateral Loading ” has been issued by 
the Commonwealth Experimental Build- 
ing Station at Sydney. Those interested 
in the findings of this report should con- 
tact the director of the Station at P.O. 
Box 30, Chatswood, New South Wales, 
Australia. 

British Standards. 

The following British Standards have 
been issued by the B.S.I. Sales Depart- 
ment, 24, Victoria-street, S.W.1 :— 
Asbestos cement soil, waste and ventilat- 
ing pipes and fittings (B.S.582: 1948), 4s., 
post free; Asbestos cement flue pipes and 
fittings, light quality (B.S.567: 1948), and 
Asbestos cement flue pipes and fittings, 
heavy quality (B.S.835: 1948), 3s. each, 
post free. 


Granite for the Embankment. 

The continuation of the Thames em- 
bankment wall from the London County 
Hall to Waterloo Bridge will mean full 
employment for the next two years for 
hundreds of quarrymen in Cornwall. A 
£250,000 contract for the supply of 
granite has been placed with John Free- 
man and McLeod, Ltd., of Penryn, Corn- 
wall, in conjunction with other big firms 
in the industry. Work is expected to com- 
mence on New Year’s Day. 


Station Platform Experimental Tiles. 


The problem of evolving a suitable 
surface for station platforms is one which 
is constantly before London Transport. 
Recently, experimental tiles have n 
laid at the eastern end of the eastbound 
platform at St. James’s Park station. The 
four different types now undergoing tests 
here are laid in separate bays divided by 
the standard “ Bitaspha” material norm- 
ally used for platform surfacing. They 
comprise tiles of, respectively, water 
polished granite, dry polished marble, dry 
polished granite and terrazzo cream. 
Some have been supplied by manufac- 
turers and others made in London Trans- 
port’s own workshops. 


Metropolitan Water Board’s Report. 
The 45th annual report of the Metro- 
politan Water Board, recently published, 
is divided into four sections which in- 
clude the constitution of the Board, 
number of staff employed, wages and 
working conditions, etc.; information 
relating to the capital debt of the Board. 
interest charges, collection of water 
charges, etc.; sources of supply, statistics 
and general information relating to 
supplies and works; miscellaneous in- 
formation concerning the Board’s under- 
taking and a summarised report on the 
purity of supply. The appendices to the 
report consist of statistical tables relat- 
ing to supplies from the various sources, 
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mains, filters, storage, reinfall, and bac- 
teriological and chemical examinations. 
The report may be obtained from the 
Board’s publication agents, P. S. King 
and Stapies, Ltd., 14, Great Smith-street, 
S.W.1, price 5s. 


Pedestrian Crossings. 

The Road Research Laboratory of the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research is carrying out an investigation 
to find out if pedestrian crossings can be 
made more conspicuous and, if so, what 
effect a new method of marking would 
have on the use of crossings by motorists 
and pedestrians and on road accidents. 
Tests have shown that a conspicuous 
crossing could be obtained by marking 
the whole area ef the crossing with alter- 
nate strips of black and white, the strips 
being about 2 ft. wide and placed parallel 
with the kerb. Full-sized experimental 
crossings are being marked on actual 
highways, and the behaviour of pedes- 
trians and motorists is being studied. 


A Survey of Noise in the Home. 

Replies to questions on noise in the 
home, which were included in a survey 
carried out during the war by the 
Government Social Survey, show that the 
noise of radio, though “noticed ” by the 
largest proportion .of people, was con- 
sidered much less troublesome than what 
was called “ banging of doors.” In the 
comparison of buildings, noise was found 
to trouble about one person in four in 
houses, one person in three in old- 
fashioned flats, and two people in three 
in flats of modern construction. These 
facts, together with other answers to the 
survey questions, are now available in the 
National Building Studies Technical 
Paper No. 2, “A Survey of Noise in 
British Homes,” published for the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research by H.M.S.O., price 9d., by 
post 11d. 


TRADE NEWS 


Extension to Works. 

Precast Utilities (London), Ltd., an- 
nounce that they have recently com- 
pleted at their works, Essex-road, Hoddes- 
don, Herts, the erection of another build- 
ing of 6,000 ft. super. 


Brochure on Flooring. 

The General Asphalte Co., Ltd., Hope 
House, 41-49, Great Peter-street, 'S.W.1, 
have issued a brochure in which is shown 
some of the uses to which their “ Asphal- 
teen Floors” have been successfully 
applied. It is intended to be of assistance 
to architects, quantity surveyors, engin- 
eers, factory managers and others who 
may be faced, in these days of timber 
shortage, with flooring problems. Copies 
of the brochure are available, free of 
charge, from the above address. 


Plywood for Panelling. 

A form of striated plywood made from 
old growth, close-grain fir, which has a 
waterproof glue line for exterior and 
interior use, and lends itself to a variety 
of finishes, is manufactured by Canadian 
Forest Products, Ltd. (Pacific Veneer 
and Plywood Division). This P.V. 
Brand Weldtex plywood is built up to 
# in. thickness, three-ply, 48 in.. by 96 in., 
and smaller sizes, and can be used for 

nelling or for counter fronts, bars and 

uilt-in cabinets. A material known as 
“ Weldcraft,” formulated with synthetic 
resin and processed oils, has been deve- 
loped especially for mine colouring 
and protecting the surface of this wood. 
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It is claimed that the colours are per- 
manent and that no raising of the grain 
is caused. This may also be used on 
other w 


A New Saw Bench. 

The Egerton Tool and Instrument Co., 
Ltd., 247-9, Burnt Oak Broadway, Edg- > 
ware, Middlesex, have manufactured a 
prone rise and fall, ball-bearing saw 

The bench is packed in a special 
returnable case in which the following 
parts are included:—A guard and riving 
knife assembly; a universal protractor 
with special adjustment for repetition 
length work; a sanding disc; a guide 
strip; a side plate bracket assembly; and 
a pair of tommy bars (for blade adjust- 
ment, etc.). 


Ruling on Import Licences Revised. 
The Board of Trade announce that the 
ualification to the original Hardwood 

Seaman Procurement Scheme (Part III: 
Shipment), laying down that shipment 
should be effected in time to allow of 
the goods arriving at United Kingdom 
ports within six months of the date of 
the import licence, has now been amended 
to assist shippers who are finding it diffi- 
cult to implement their contracts within 
this period. The Board of Trade (Tim- 
ber Control) will now consider applica- 
tions for the renewal of import licences 
relating to 1948 purchases for a fusther 
period of three months, but such applica- 
tions should not be made until two to 
three weeks prior to the expiration of the 
licence. 

Licences for goods from “soft” 
currency countries will receive more 
consideration than those for shipments 
from “hard” currency countries. In the 
event of extensions being granted, the 
goods must arrive at United Kingdom 
port within the extended validity period 
of the import licence. It should be un- 
derstood, however, that no further exten- 
sion can be considered, as a period of 
nine months from the date of the import 
licence should afford shippers ample time 
to effect delivery of the goods at United 
Kingdom ports. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Baillieston.—Henry Boots & Sons, Lid. 
Garrowhill, are to erect business premises, also 
new house. 

A .—At 35 to 51, Stewart-st. and 3, Ann- 

John Buchanan & Bros., Ltd., to carry out 
sshemadion and oem for which the archi- 
tects are W. Baillie & Son, West Regent-st., 
Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Addition to be erected at school 
at Greendyke-st., for which the architect is Joha 
MacNab, 129, Bath- st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Walker & Co., Lid., Robert-st., are 
to erect new buildings. 

Lanarkshire.—At Whitelees-rd., Carluke, new 
houses are to be erected for which the archi- 
tects are Agnew and Forrest, Shoe-la., Carluke. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Pull details of Public Appointments open 
be found in Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk ate advertised in this number. 
The dates af the heads of paragraphs are those 
- the fea date < pens a (t) 
enotes peta aM te for appl yg ame 
and end refer the person 
from mony fe E may be ebisine’. 


BUILDING 


NOVEMBER 30. 
tOverton R.D.C.—10 houses at Arrowery. 
Hanmer. F. A. Roberts, Earl eee Mold. 
Dep. £3 3s, Tenders by Decembe 
+Westhoughton U.D.0.—Schenre 4 54 houses 
at No. 6 site; scheme B: 6 houses at No. 5 
site. C., Town Hall. Dep., £2 2s. for ae 
scheme. Tenders by December 16. 
DECEMBER 1. 
Tynemouth T.C.— oes at Marden estate. 
BS. Howard-st. Dep. £2 


ese a 2 
C.C.—Four police houses ~y 
Coed Pella-rd., Colwyn Bay. Gilbert D. = 
County A., Grove Park, Wrexham. Dep. 
+*€ast Suffolk C.C.—Dining-room and seuliery 
block at Framlingham Millg Grammar Sch 
E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., County Hall, 
—_ Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 7. 
t*Herefordshire C.C.—Adaptations to exist- 
ing recast concrete hatting and erection of 
0.W. 1 hutting with site works and services to 
form emergency secondary school at Green- - 
Camp, Leominster (cost about £20,000). 
_ (A.), County A., Bath-st., Hereford. ben 


t*ipswich C.B.—80 houses at Maidenhall 
estate in two contracts. B.E.. Town Hall. Dep., 
£228: Tenders by December 22. 

*Tamworth T.C,—24 houses (4 dwellings, in- 
cluding flats) at Fazeley-rd. site. B.B & 8. 
DECEMBER 6. 

.C.—18 houses with site works, 
C., Council House. 


a 


t*Denbi 


A e U.D 
etc., at rns-la., Rushall. 


Dep. £2 7 
Denton U.D.C.—30 houses at be 4 Farm site, 
No. 2 scheme. E. & 8. Dep. £2 
Denton U.D.C.—16 houses at Han zhton ae. 
No. 1 scheme. E. & 8., Town Hall. p. 
Denton U.D.C.—14 houses at Haughton ial, 
E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
©.—22 houses and 8 bungalows at 
E. & §&., Council Offices. 


No. 2 scheme. 
Mirfield U.D. 
Kitson Hill estate. 
Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 7 
+*Enfield U.D.C.—0 — # Broadoak. Frank 
. .E., E. & 8 Little Park-gdns. 
Dep £2 2s. Tenders by an va 30. 
Gillingham T.C.—PBight Bae om at agama 
ee ree B.E. & Dep. £5 5s 
Lieyn R.D.C.—2 ees at 3 sites. C.. Metro- 
bidgs., Pwilheli. 
Ventnor U.D.C.—Four pairs of houses at 2 
E. M4 8., Salisbury-gdns. Dep. £2 2s. 


seers 9. 
Chippenham R 


sites. 


be D.C.—Site works, 
roads, drains, eer tel ecnatien oF 6 trans of 
y Burrell site, and paths. 
erection of 2 houses at Ciffistian Malf 
Edward & Webster. egg i dg 
Chippenham, Wilts. 22 2s h site. 


DECEMBER 10. 
T°: Police Authority.—Police houses 
in Andover, Fareham, Gosport and Winchester 


County A. Dep. £1 18. 

orth Kesteven R.D.C.—10 houses at various 
sites. J. Chadwick, 8.. Council Offices, 31, 
Clasketgate, Lincoln. Dep. £2 2s. 

St. Alhans T.C.—14 houses at St. Julian's 
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estate. City E. & S., 16, St. Peter’s-st. Dep. 
£2 28. 


Seisdon R.D.C.—12 houses at 2 sites. F. 
peamey. A.M.LC.E., 8., Council om. Wom- 
bourn Wolverhampton. Dep. £2 

+*Button and Cheam T.C.—16 Ae at 
Sutton Common-rd. Boro’ E., Architect & 8. 
Dep. £5 58. Tenders by January 12. 


DECEMBER 11. 

Redditch maar ie Duplex houses at 
Batchley estate. A. W. Loveday, 10, Unicorn- 
hill. Dep. £5. 

Wimborne R.D.C.—28 houses and site works 
at Lone Pine estate, Stapehill, and 4 houses 
with site works at Shapwick. Crickmay & Sons, 
7, Church-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 13. 

* Ashby R.D&.—16 houses with 
sewage disposal works, water extension and 
enw’ at Newton Burgoland. V. G. Bolt, 

& §8., Council Offices, South-st. Dep. 
y ~ e : 

Dorchester T.C.—12 pairs of houses and 1 

ir of flats at Middle Farm site, scheme 1B. 

Magnus Austin (F), Bowling Alley Walk, 
Dorchester. Dep. £2 


UDG 44 houses, Ripley Spring 
estate. E. & S., Fire Station- bidgs., High-st. 


Dep. £2 2s 
DECEMBER 14, 
Helston 1T.C.--Six houses at Beacon Parc 
estate and 6 at Boslan estate, Porthleven. T.C., 
Guildhall. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 15. 
*Canterbury T.C.—Temporary classroom block 
at Canterbury Co of Technical Girls’ School, 


a Court. City A., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 
ee U.D.C—32 houses at Thurbens 
os . J. & L. R. Stedman, South-st. Dep. 


*Vaynor and Penderyn R.D. 
Trefechan, nr. Merthyr’ Tydfil. 
Council Offices, 25, Victoria-st. 


DECEMBER 17. 
Lege of T.C.—11 houses at Victoria-st. Basil 
news Partners, 40, Moray-pl., Edinburgh. 
Norman Cross R. 'D.c.—12 pairs of houses at 
Ssites. Ruddle and Wilkinson (F. & L.), Cause- 
way-chbrs., Peterborough. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 18. 

Neston U.D.C.—26 dwellings at Mellock-la., 
Little Neston. E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Uttoxeter U.D.C.—22 houses and incidental 
works at Bentley House estate. E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

“Widnes T¥.C.—14 houses at Ditchfield-rd., 
Hough Green. Boro’ A., Brendan House. 
Widnes-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 20. 
Crickhowell R.D.C.—Four houses at Llangy- 
nidr with sewers, etc. J. Merton & Sons, archi- 
tects, Abergavenny. Dep. £3 3s. 


C.—48 houses at 
R. H. Rose, C., 
Dep. £5 5s. 


Hale U.D.C.—30 houses with outbuildings, 
drainage, fencing, etc., at “ The Mount ” estate. 
8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 


Kidderminster R.D.C.—24 houses and bunga- 
lows at various sites. A. S. Northover, E. & 8 


Dep. £2 2s. 
DECEMBER 21. 
*iford onc Riga ne of 11 partly 
structed houses at Lexden-dr., Barley-la. 
& S., Town Hall. Dep. £4 4s. 


DECEMBER 22. 
* Guildford T.C.—80 means at Bellfields estate. 
B.E. & §. “vr £2 
*Lowestoft Pot | houses at No. 1 site, Yar- 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 31. 
Acton T.C.—Garage at Central Depot. 


JANUARY 3. 
*Finohley B.C.—102 flats at Elmshurst estate. 
East End- rd. Boro’ Housing and Town Planning 
Dept., The Avenue, Regents Park-rd., N.3. Dep. 


Ss. 
“Standish-with-Langtree U.D.C.—18 houses at 

Coronation-rd. J.C. Prestwich & Sons. Brad- 

shawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lanes. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 7. 
“Crewe T.C.—14 houses at Davenport-ave. site. 
B.E. & Architect, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


con- 
B.E. 


mouth-rd. 


B.E. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 3. 
Notts C.C.—C. (Materials). 


DECEMBER 21. 
Buxton T.C.—B.E. (Materials). 


avs oxy bt 3. 


“Southport C.B.—Painting and decorating at 
(1) Cambridge Hall, (2) tnicipal-gdns. eS) 
structures on Foreshore and oo. B.E. 


JANUA 
Dagenham T.C.—B.E. : %. (Materials). 


j 








THE BUILDER 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


DECEMBER 3. 

*Tamworth 1T.C.—fProvision and laying of 
3,500 yde. of bituminous carpeting at ichield. 
rd., A.Sl. B.E. & 8. 

DECEMBER 6. 

tCrawley Development tion.—Sewerage 
and sewage treatment works. Chief E., Crawley 
Development Corp. 

DECEMBER 7. 
R.D.C.—Seweruge works at Stone. 
House, Pelham-rd., 


— 


Ay 
Elliott & Brown, ied 
Nottingham. Dep. £3 


pasanees 11. 

Harrow U.D.C.--Excavation work and con- 
struction of roads and soaeee at Central Depot 
site, Elmgrove-rd. E. & 8. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 13. 

Esher U.D.C.—lhoads and sewers at Down- 
--. FO E & §., Council Offices. Dep. 

1 Is. 

Wanstead and Woodford T.C.—Surface water 
sewer at Chigwell-rd. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2. 

tWarrington C.B.—Concrete service reservoir 
at Appleton. Binnie, Deacon & Gourley, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, 8.W.1. Dep. £10. 

DECEMBER 15. 

Macclesfield T.C.—Roads and sewers at Ivy- 
rd. estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Whittlesey U.D.C.—25 miles of asbestos- 
cement trunk and distribution of water mains, 
etc., and on of ot gotace reservoir and 
erent station. ershaw & Kaufman, 

Victoria-st., 8. wi 1. Man £5 5s. 

DECEMBER 18. 

*Wycombe ‘R.D.C.—Approx. 585 super. yds. of 
8-in. dia. stoneware sewers, etc., on  Elles- 
borough housing site. J. M. Smith, F.R.1.B.A., 
architect and surveyor to council, 100, Easton- 
st., High Wycombe. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 20. 

Southend-on- C.B8.—Roads, sewers and 
culvert at ar peas Estate, Eastwood. E, & 
S. Dep. £5 5 

Wells-Next-the-Sea U.D.C. — Sewerage and 
sewage disposal works. C., Council Offices. 


Dep. £3 3s 
DECEMBER 28. 
Luton R.D.C.—4,000 lin. yds. 
asbestos-cement water mains at 


of 3-in. dia‘ 
Church End, 


Kensworth, Streatley and Sharpenhoe. J. A. 
Murch, M.I.Mun.E., 73, West Parade, Dun- 
stable. Dep. £3 3s. 


JANUARY 3. 

North Devon Water Board.—Covered rein- 
forced concrete reservoir at Sg ge Rofe & 
Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., S.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Standish-with-Langtree U.D.C.—Road and 
site works off Coronation-rd. J. C. Prestwich 


& Sons, Bradshawgate-chbrs., Leigh, Lancs. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
JANUARY 4. 
Wing R.D.C.—Extension to sewage disposal 


works at Ivinghoe. Elliott & Brown, Stanley 
House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. £3 3s., 
payable to R.D.C. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 
B .—Hovstnc.—T.C. to acquire land at. 
Oakley-rd., Bromley Common, for housing, sub- 


ject to approval of M.H. 

Croydon.—Scuoo..—M.E. approved preliminary 
plans for erection of Heathfield-rd. sec. sch 
at £145,926. 
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Croydon. Ripe tae ag —Of Lady Edridge selec. 
tive central sch. to be adapted by B.C. for 
grammar sch. 

Cro Mines Sm Yay —Of Heath 
school proposed b, 

Col te gs ie Eien —Of sites sf 2-16, 
Erlanger-rd. by B.C. approved by L.C 

Greenwich.—Hovsine.—B.C. to Foo all fo}- 
Land at 

Ponds-rd.; 84, 86 and 90, Humber-rd. ; 30 and 32, 
aoe he hh rd. ; 202, Victoria-way. 

Hackney. —Hovsinc.—B.C. to borrow mi 000 
for Forest-rd. housing scheme, second part 

Hampstead. — Hovsina. E appointed 
Richard Nickson, M.A. (F.), to prepare Broad- 
hurst-gdns. scheme. 

Hampstead.—Hovusinc.—B.C_ to _ mamnin 54, 
7 Park-rd. for housing rope 

Honor Oak. — Fiats. — CC. inciotiones 
borrowing of £33,500 by Camberwell B.C. for 
20 municipal flats at awkesdale-rd. 

Lewisham.—Orrices.—B.C. agree in principle 
yore for erection of ‘Government. office 
building at 13-19, Rushey- _ by G. Jeeves. 
Bank.—ConcertT HaLi.—Messrs. Frank 
N. Tecan and Partners, 39, Bedford-sq.., 
W.C.1, have been sumciates to prepare quanti- 
tative schedules and bills of quantities to 
measure and value the work as it proceeds, to 
measure and value variations and to prepare the 
— accounts for the South Bank concert hall. 
y. — RemopeLtinc. — Of west part of 
Brightlingsea a- wy ee Fields, pro- 
posed by 

ditenc dene a) C. to build 78 houses, 

Violet Farm; 148, Nine Elms; 56, > hill ; 


Clark 


lowing sites for housing purposes: 


120, Poors Land; 150, The Larches; 60, Dawley 
Court. 
(PROVINCIAL) 
Aylesbury.—T.C. to borrow £18,763 for 22 


bungalows.—T.C. applying for loan of £220,573 
for 148 “No Fines” houses. 

Bangor (North Wales).—T.C. propose 24 flats 
at Maesgeirchen estate and 16 houses at Coed 
Mawr estate. 

Batley.—T.C. applying to M.H. for sanction 
to borrow £43,100 for 34 houses and 6 bunga- 
lows at Fieldhead-la. estate, Birstall. _ 

Birkenhead.—T.C. considering erection 
£50,000 municipal baths. 

Bognor.—U.D.C. approved in Lege go scheme 
for seooneien ties of pavilion at £76,100. 


of 


Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. approved farm ‘buildings, 
Brookfield Farm. Belbroughton, for F. W 
ay nee 


-en-le-Frith.—R.D.C. propose 8 houses 
at “Dee Holes, 14 at Hayfield and 11 at Castle- 


ton. 

Cheadie and Gatley.—-U.D.C. propose conver- 
sion of Cheadle Hall into public hall. 

Chepstow.—R.D.C. to build 350 houses at 
Caldicot, subject to permission from Welsh 
Board of Health. 

Derby.—T.C. to build 316 flats, 180 houses. 
cinema, community centre, health centre and 
5 churches at Mackworth. 

Dublin.—City C. propose 59 houses at Clon- 
tarf at’ £72,708. 

Durham.—Crook and Willington U.D.C., Dur- 
ham, to build 100 houses. Architects, , A. 
Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 

Filey.—U.D.C. preoeee 9 houses for district 
nurse-midwives at £21,000 y 

Gosforth Northumberia nd). — Newcastle 
Breweries, Ltd.. Haymarket, Newcastle, to carry 
a alterations to Sng 94 ~~ SP ae 

oughton-le-Spring.— o develop us- 
ing land between Grasswell, Sunderland-rd. and 
Newbottlé High-la. V. J. Hunter, surveyor. 

Hove.—T.C. propose 144 houses and 24 flats 
at Sunninghill estate, 46 flats at Hangleton-rd. 
and West-way and 36 flats at Sunninghill-ave. 

a. —Neuchate] Asphalt Co., Ltd., Grey- 

Newcastle-on-Tyne, to proceed. with £10,000 
w lenmn plan for their Jarrow factory. 

Lancashire.—E.C. approved 11 colleges for 
further education and 48 county colleges at 
£12,000,000. 

Leeds.—Authorities of Leeds University pro- 


pose conversion of “ Rawden Hill,” Arthing- 
ton, into hostel for students. 
Macolesfield.—Ches. E.C. propose prim. sch. 


at Siddington. 
Manchester.—City C. propose 3 civie hotels. 
Manchester.—T.C to 


approved :—Alterations 
factory, Buxton-st. 


and Berry-st., for Hanover 


‘= Mill Co.. Ltd. (Pendleton & Dickinson (L.). 16. 
_. Brazennose-st.) : 
> wood-st. 

- Haworth & Co., Ltd. (H. Hargreaves, architect. 

: =. , Newehurch- -rd., Higher Cloughfold, Water- 


additions to factory at Hey- 


and Kelvin- -gr. for Cheetham Platt, 


ropose :—Omnibus garage 


'_- Manchester.—T.C. 

- at White City site, Did Trafford, at £150 
central kitchen for school meals, 
_ British Railways Executive (London-Midland 


Dyer-st.— 
Region) prépose rebuilding part of Exchange 


and Victoria Stations at £200,000. W. H. Ham- 
lyn (F.), Architects’ Offices, Headquarters, 
byt rae = Herts. 
.—M.H. gave T.C. permission for 
: PB --.- of 52 houses at Thatcham 
_  Neweastie.—Leybourne (Cycles Ltd. ae 
gar-st., to make alterations and improvements 


to premises. Architects, T.I. (G 
Rocky-la., Aston, Birmingham. 
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Newoastie.—Vickers Armstrongs, Lid., Els- 
wick, Newcastle, to build brass rolling shop 
and extrusion shop. Architects, R. T. James 
& Partners, 1, St. Nicholas-bidgs. 

Neweastie-under-L yme.—Staffs Potteries Motor 
Traction Co., Ltd., propose omnibus station at 
Hassell-st. 

Newcaatie-under-Lyme. — TC. approved :-— 
Alterations to “ Kingsley,”” The Bampton, for 
i. a er | Board; flats at Porthill for 

F. Wood (Wood, Goldstraw & Yorath (A. 
> L.), Victoria- -bidgs., Station-rd., Tunstall, 
Stoke-on-Trent).—E.C. propose: —Prim. sch. at 
Bradwell estate; youth club premises at junc- 
tion of Cauldon-ave. and Bradwell-pla.; domes- 
tic science dept. at St. Giles’ and St. e's 
sch.—T.C. propose central bus station.—Rev. 
4. Gates and members of Congregational 
Church propose church at Stafford-ave., Clay- 
ton. 

Northants.—C.C. propose 8 county colleges at 
Towcestcr, Northampton, Daventry, Welling- 
borough, Kettering, Rushden, Corby and 
Thrapston, at £1,000,000. 

North Westmoriand.—R.D.C. to receive allo- 
cation of 116 houses. 

i pee i propose prim. sch. at Lime- 
1urst. 

Orreit.—_U.D.C. approved houses at Latham- 
la. for P. Fairhurst, Chapel-st., Pemberton, 
Wigan. 

Padiham.—R. L. Atkinson & Co., Ltd., Enter- 
prise Works, propose new works at Black Hill 
Quarry. 

Prestwich.—R. Pugh, Lid... Old Hall Sand 
Quarries, propose garage at corner of Heywood 
Old-rd. and Middleton-rd 

Salford.—T.C. propo8e:—4 district colleges at 
£379,500; branch library at Cromwell-rd., Pendle- 


ton, 
—R.D.C. approved automatic 

telephone exchange, Hackness, for M.O.W., 
for P.M.G.—W. Gibson, builder, proposes houses 
at Ayton. 

Scarborough.—The T.C. to begin development 
of High Eastfield estate by erection of 58 brick 
houses. B.E.. H. V. Overfield.—T.C. received 
sanction to borrow £11,343 for purchase of 
housing sites; £2,275 for supply and erection 
of 4 tem. shops at Sandybed estate; and £7,364 
for erection of 6 houses at Barroweliff estate. 

Shoreham.—West Sussex C.C. seeking loan 
of £500,000 for housing near Shoreham. 


Shrewsbury.—Territorial Army and _—_. 
mentary Reserve propose married soldiers 
quarters at the depot. Elsworth (A.), Dana- 


chbrs., Castle Gates. G E.C. propose ex- 
tensions to Walker technical college and Rad- 
brook college: 

.—E. P. Allam & Co. propose 
factory. Architects. Wallis Gilbert & Partners, 
5, Cromwell-rd., 8.W.7. 

South Shieids.—Licences to be issued to fol- 
lowing firms for erection of houses:—Brown & 
aa Lord-st (8); J. W. Ridley. St. Mary’s-ave. 

; R. Summerbell & Son, Rutland-st. (8); and 
y it Woolgar (6). 

South Shields.—E.C. appointed Page, Son & 
Hill, 75, King-st., as architects for Simonside 
infants’ county sch.. and G. R. Smith & Part- 
ners, Winchester-st., architects for weepeses new 
junior mixed sch. F. W. Newby, Harton- 
grove, appointed architect for Loe kitchen 
and dining-rooms for Mortimer-rd. county sch., 
and R. Collins, King-st., is architect for a 
dining-room at Ocean-rd. county seh. Howard 
Hill, 10, Winchester-st.. South Shields, has been 
appointed architect for adapting St. Thomas's 
House as hostel for old people for T.C. 

Stockport.—-T.C. approved:—Block of shops 
with flats over and bakery at Buxton-rd. and 
Dialstone-la. for J. Cresswell, Buxton-rd.. Great 
Moor; 6 flats at 11, Heaton Moor- rd., Heaton 
Chapel, for F. D. Warner, 131, Moss-la.. Bram- 
hall.—T.C. propose day nursery at Whitehill 
st.; prim. sch. at Broadstone-rd. South 

Stretford.—E.C. propose day nurseries at 
fatanty’ and junior schs., Lostock, Park-rd. and 

Barton-rd. sites.—T.C, propose civic restaurant 
at “Cornbrook. 

Swansea.—City C. to acquire the following 


sites :—21, Goat- st.; 25 and 26, College-st.; 32, 
Singleton-st.; 16, Madoe- st.; 4-9 (inc.) and 13 
and 14, Madoe- st.; 15-23, Carmarthen- rd.; and 


forecourt of 13, Gwyer. ter. 


Upheliand.— Lancs. E.C. propose grammar 
— P. . Yorke (F.), 3, Welbeck-st., 


Warrington.—Methodist Synod propose Metho- 
dist church at as i 


Wellingborough.—_M.H. approved erection of 
100 houses. 

West Bridgford.—T.C. to borrow £32,800 for 
24 houses at Valley-rd. 

West H -—Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., 


to erect canteen and office at Greatham-st. How- 
croft Carriage and Eng. Co., Ltd., propose addi- 
tions at Oxford-rd. 
West Lancs.—R.D.C. propose 
centre at Station-rd.. Maghall. 
West iding —E.C_ propose prim. sch. at 
Eastwood; nursery sch. at Menston at £10,525. 
Willesden. —B.C. preparing plans for 38 flats 
and 12 houses at Knatchbull-rd. 
Winington (Ches.).—I.C.I.. Alkali Division, 
propose extensions to factories at £13 m. 


community 


Partners (F.), 1, Queen’s-rd. : 


THE BUILDER 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepled. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

~ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modi 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 


departments, 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.—36 houses at _ Bryn 
Station site, for U.D.C. A. K. Dennis, 


M.1.Mun.E, 8, Town Hall: *J. Gaffney & Sons, 
277, Whelley, Wigan. 

Bradford and Melksham.—(a) One pair of 
houses at Staverton and (b) one pair at Monk- 
ton Farleigh, for R.D.C. 8. & Architect, Abbey 
House, Bradford-on-Avon: (a) *F. C.. Wood & 
Co., Church-st., Trowbridge, ‘£2,871; (b) *R. 
Best & Son, 80. Walcot-st., Bath, £2,930 (sub- 
ject te M.H. approval). 

Bury St. Edmunds.—52 houses at Mildenhail- 
rd.. for T.C.: *G. W. & H. C. Knights (36); 
*Direct Labour (16). 

Carnforth.—16 additional 4 9K at Highfield 
estate, for U.D.C. F. Holt, 8.: *Ernest Boak, 
North-rd., Carnforth. 

Coventry. —Completion of restoration after 
war damage of King Henry VIII School, War- 
wick-rd, for Governors. W. 8S. Hattrell & 
*William Moss & 
Sons, Ltd., Queen’ s-rd., , Loughborough, Leics. 
(estimated cost, £20,000 

Crayford.—16 houses at Elm-rd., ny Grom 


for U.D.C. Francis Turver, LMun.E. 
A.M.T.P.L, E. & S., Town Hall. 

Franklin & Co. (Erith), Ltd., Erith ... £29,717 
Fred Jarvis & Son, Erith ... «. 28.549 
W. H. James & Son, Erith.. 25.009 


Chisleharst 
J. Deane, Woolwich 


Campbell & McGill, Ltd., 23 
M. won tae 
Ltd., Bexleyheath ae 
21 
21 


Hawker-Smith, 
Gough Cooper & Co., 
Dartford 
Coombs & Co., Bexleyheath : 

*The Kent Building Constructional Co., 
Ltd., North Cray, Sidcup, Kent.. 2 
Crewe.—Further 200 “ Rasiform ' ” houses at 

Middlewich-st. estate, for T.C.: *John Laing 


& Sons, Ltd., £251,445. 

Crosby.— Houses at De Villiers-av., for T.C. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall, Waterloo, Liverpool 22. 
38 (contract 8): *Greenwood Bros. (Builders), 


Ltd., Waterworks-st., Bootle, Liverpool, £47,515; 


Lid., W ilmington, 











METALLIC LIQUID 


Unequalled for waterproofing 
Cement Renderings and all 
Mass Concrete; and for 
waterproofing and dust- 
proofing Concrete Floors. 


SOLO UNDER GUARANTEE 
from per galion f according to quantity 
SPECIAL PRICES FOR LARGE CONTRACT 
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*Greenwood Bros. (Builders). 


—ll rural type police houses at 
vee and police station at Kells, for 
c.C.: *J. Twiname, Ltd.. Brigham, £18,784. 

Dublia.—139 houses at "Cramiin, for the Cor- 
poration: *Direct Labour. 
—38 houses at Sunderland-rd. hous- 
ing are i for City Council: *J. W. White 
(Contractors), Ltd.. Kepierla. Durham, 
— 


‘aringdon.—2 houses - ee for 
RDO K. M. Hart, E. Council a 
London-st.: *The oe "acameee te 
Culkerton, “Tetbury, Glos., ae 

Gateshead.—Six houses ‘at illowen-st.. for 
TE ey Labour, £7,648. 


Yigg ho SP houses at 7 ee for 
R. oc Buttric "Buttrick (F A), 4, 
Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe: *S. G. Srerstt 
don,” Queensway, Scunthorpe, Lines, £5,350. 

—10 houses at Hawthorne-av. estate, 
Gtazebary, for U.D.C. A. Clough, M.LMun.E., 
8., Council Offices, Lowton St. Mar. ao he pr. War- 
rington: “J. Aldred, 157, Chapel-st., Leigh, 
Lancs, £11,966. 

Heaner.—50 houses for U.D.C. R. Archer. 8. : 
*P. Sissons & Sons, Ltd., 32, Cromford-rd., Lang- 
ley Mill, Nottingham, £28,143 (24); *Vie Hal- 
lam, Ltd. Queen-st., tg £15,812 (14); 
*J. Builock ry ‘Son, likeston-rd eanor, Derbys. 
£14,072 (12). 

Henley-on-Thames.—22 houses for T.C.: 
*Walden & Son (Henley), Ltd., £26,951 (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

—Houses for U.D.C. Four at 
Eim Park estate: *H. Webb (Builders), Lid., 
£5,473; 26 at Horton Farm estate: i C 
Salinger & Co., Lid., £29,644; 12 at Elm Park 
estate: *A. R. Garrod, £13,356. 
islingten.—Second part of Sparsholt-rd. hous- 
ing scheme (66 flats), for B.C.: *Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., £122,516 (subject to necessary 
consents). 

Kenilworth.—Erection of first portion of J. 
centre, for U.D.C. S., Council House: H. 
Lawrence, Warwick-rd., Kenilworth. 

Kenilwerth.—20 houses at two sites, for 
U.D.C. G. A. J. Edmundson, 8., Council House : 
*T. Bates & Sons, Ltd.., Warwick-st., Coventry. 

Knighton. — Reconstruction of Livestock 
Market for U.D.C. 8S. N. Shrimpton & Son, 18, 
Bridge-st.. Knighton pee 2 architects : 
*J. ©. McColville Son, Dodmore-la. site, 
Ludlow, Shropshire, £9,705. 

Lewisham.—Revised scheme for 47 flats at 
Perry 1) site, for B.C.: *Kent & 
Sussex Contractors, Ltd., 109, Station-rd.. Sid- 
cup, Kent, £84,918 (subject to necessary loan 
sanction). 

L.C.C.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 

ico by L.C.C. during period ending Novem- 
~ 18:—Electrical installation at St. George- 
in-the-East School. Whitechapel and St. 
George's, Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd., E.C.2; con- 
struction of blocks 7, 8 and 9, 3% ‘perambulator 
sheds and a children’s playground at Oaklands 
estate, Wandsworth, Sir Lindsay Parkinson & 
Co., Lid., W.C.2; installation of two electric 
passenger lifts and one electric coal hoist in 
blocks 2 and 3 of dwellings at Tanners Hiil 
estate, Stepney, The Express Lift Co., Ltd., 
Northampton; electrical installation at Surrey- 

School, Southwark, S.E., Holliday & Sou 
(Blectrical}, Ltd., West minster; electrical ‘n- 
stallation at Endfield-rd. School, mee < 
George E. Taylor & Co. (London), Lid., S.E 

London.—Conversion into offices of "Textile 
Exchange-bidg., St. Paul’s Churchyard, E.C.4, 
for Metropolitan Vickers Electric Co., Lid., 
Trafford Park, Manchester. Architects and sur. 
veyors, H. A. Scrase & Partners: *C. Radley, 
Ltd., 406-410, Eastern-av., Ilford (amended 


paragraph). 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended November 20 :— 
Building work: Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Ger- 
rards Cross, Bucks; Sorrell (York), "Lid., York. 
Painting work: C. & T. Painters, Ltd., London, 
N.W.10; Dudley Coles, Hartley, Plymouth. 
Gene on work: Wilkins & Coventry, 
Ltd., Bristol 1; Rendell & Son, Lid., Devizes, 
Wilts; A. R. te & Weston- -super- Mare. 
Heating and hot water ‘netallation Deane & 


Ltd., London 
London Contracts placed by 


Beal, 

q (™ M.0.W. 

M.O.W. during wee ended November 13:— 
Museum, Royal 


London: Victoria and Albert 
Coilege of Arts, South Kensington. external 
ant, a Bayliss, Ltd., 57, St. Stephen's 
ere 8. een’s House, voka Monte 

nell aad aster ceilings, n Mow 

oo L ig bury Bridge-rd., 8.W.1; Welling- 
peg “ges Bow-rd., E.3 kitchen “and can- 
porting, E Chivers & Sons, Lid., 171. Plaistow- 
a "Stratford, Beds: County Primary School, 
Flitwick, net classrooms, Francis Newton. 
4, Hitchin, Herts. Herefordshire : 
Barrs weed. School, Hereford. central 
kitchen, Hiles & Son, Ltd. Holme Lacy-rd., 
Hereford. Herts: Wel!house es? . Barnet, 

alterations and extensions, E. 
159, Brent-rd., Hendon. Kent: cencaat County 

Modern School, Folkestone, kitchen os dini 

room, C. Jenner & Son, Lid, A ms 
ap ex- 
ilmingtom 


58 (contract 9): 
Lid., £72,513. 
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House, Wilmington, Dartford. Lancs: North 
Hill-st., Liverpool, dining-room and kitchen, 

i td.. 66, Hanover-st., 
Liverpool 1; 8c 


hutted accommodation, A. Bradshaw, Lid., 448, 
Bury New-rd., Prestwich, Manchester; Min./ 
Lab., Old Rough-la, Kirkby, internal and ex- 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are new members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
MAPS OF LONDON DISTRICT— 
AVAILABLE TO BUILDERS 


Showing Labour Exchanges (Indexed), 
£1.0.0 post free. 








ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary: 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1. 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 fines) 
Telegrams: “EFEMBE, Holb. London” 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


& Rimmer, 71, London- 
"’s B.C. School, Oldham, 
kitchen and dining-room, James Hartley, Cob- 
den+st., Chadderton, Oldham. Leics. : Manor 
and Ledge Camps, Ashby-Folville, adaptations, 
repairs and alterations, Bradshaw Bros. 
(Contrs.), Ltd., 117a, Loughboro-rd., Leicester. 
Lines : East Kirkby Airfield, adaptations to form 
hostel, W. Greetham & Son, Ltd., 114, Drum- 
mond-rd., Skegness, Lincs. 
Middz.: Head Post Office, Harrow, parcels 
office, T. W. Rodger & Sons, Ltd., 83, Byng-rd., 
Barnet, Herts; Oriel School, Hounslow-rd., Han- 
yorth, temporary school buildings, Limpus & 
Sons, Ltd., 7, Kingston-hill, Kingston-on-Thames, 
N ¢: County Primary School, Poringland, 
kitchen and dining-room, Bush Builders (Nor- 
wich), Ltd., Mile Cross-la., Norwich. Notts: 
Forest Town School, Mansfield Woodhouse, 
kitchen and dining-room, Charles Tuck 
(Builders), 52, Stockwell-gate, Mansfield; Ellis 
and Guildford School, Nottingham, sculleries 
and dining-rooms, R. ae kg 37, Hadyn- 
rd., Nottingham. Staffs: E.V.W. Camp, Ted- 
desley Park, adaptations, Rush & Tompkins, 
Ltd., 270, Corporation-st., Birmingham, Sttrling- 
shire : Killearn Emergency Hospital, construction 
of new sludge and drying Anderson & 
King, Ltd., 163, Hope-st., Glasgow. Warwick- 
shire: Alchester-rd. schools, Stratford-on-Avon. 
central kitchen, Wheeler & Mansell, Lid., Lime- 
st., Evesham, Worcs. Wilts: Pauls Dean Estate, 
Old Sarum, pr, Salisbury, houses and garages, 
George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Tilehouse-la., Den- 
ham, Uxbridge, Middx. Worcester: Min./ 
Works Stores, Redhill, Worcester, Romney hut- 
ting, Spicers (Builders), Ltd., Ombersley-rd., 
Worcester. 

GLondon (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
— by War Dept. for week ended November 


ternal painting, Woolf: 
rd., Southport; St, Ap 


Northumberland: Miscellaneous work, J. R. 
Surtees, Litd., Blackhill, Co. Durham. London, 
S.£.18: Building work, Kent & Sussex Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., Sidcup, Kent. 

Manchester.—Staff houses at Mobberley Boys’ 
special residential school, Knolls Green, Knuts- 
ford, for T.C. L. C. Howitt (F.). City A., Town 
Hall: *L. Brown & Son, Ltd., Macclesfield-rd., 
Wilmslow, Ches, £4,285. 


Milford Haven.—47 houses at Observatory 











STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 








Boyle's -<rs2.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 











VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
SALES HIRE 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 ERECTION CRADLES 2 


November 26 i948 





estate, for U.D.C. A. Moody, B.Sc., AM.ILC.E., 
M.1.Mun.E., E. & 8., Town Hall: *Phelps ¢ 


Owens, 11, Nantucket-av., Milford Haven, 
£53,794. : 

Neweastie.—For adaptations, etc., at Elswick 
Hall, for Ministry of Agriculture: *R. W. Bell, 


Ltd., New Mills, Barrack-rd., Newcastle. 

Richmond ).—Houses for T.C. 30 at 
Hawker’s Field: *Tersons, Ltd., £41,919; 16 at 
Burnell-av.; *Miles Lid., 


Construction Co., 
Surbiton, £23,157. 

Shefheid.—46 ‘“ Wates” houses at Wood-la., 
Stannington, for T.C. W. George Davies (F.). 
City A.: *M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., 822. Chesterfield. 
road, Woodseats, Sheffield 8, £63,731. 

Shrewsbury.—Two blocks of four flats for 
aged yaoue at yg ote Cottages site, for 
T.C.: tG. R. Jones, Shrewsbury. 

Smethwick.—72 houses at Church-st. site, for 
T.C._ RK. Fletcher, M.Inst.C.E., B.S., The Coun- 
cil House: *J. Harper & Sons (Blackheath), 
Ltd., Blackheath, Birmingham. 

South Shields.—Garage additions at Mile End. 
rd., for Northern Genera] Transport Co., Ltd., 
Bensham, Gateshead: *Gordon Durham & (o., 
Ltd., Moor-la., East Boldon, Co. Durham, 
£46,000 (licence granted). 

Strand.—Alterations at 333, Strand, for Short’s, 
Ltd. Surveyors, Debenham, Tewson & Chin- 
nocks, St. Stephen’s-chbrs., 8, Telegraph-st., 
Moorgate, E.C.2: *Holbrooks, Ltd. 

Wailasey—72 houses for T.C. R. F. B. 
Grundy, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., B.E.: *Unit 
Construction Co., Ltd., Bentham-dr., Childwall, 
Liverpool (24); *Wm. Thornton & Sons, Lid., 
38, Wellington-st., Liverpool (24); *H. G. B. 
Construction Co., Ltd., Hoylake-rd., Moreton, 
Ches (10); *J. Boyd & Co., Claughton-rd., Bir- 
kenhead (8); *J. H. Waring, Borrowdale-rd., 
Moreton, Ches (6). 

Warrington.—-26 houses at Poplars-av. site, 
for T.C. J. Y¥. Hughes, M.Inst.C.E., B.S., 
Municipal-bldgs.: *W. A. Howard, Ltd., Lindi, 
Knutsford-rd., Grappenhall, Warrington, 
£30,154, 

Warwickshire.—County secondary (modern) 
school at Holland-rd., Sutton Coldfield, for 
E.C. C. H. Elkins (L.), County A., Shire Hall, 
Warwick: *Davis & Son (Builders), Ltd., 
Chester-rd., Sutton Coldfield, Birmingham, 


£59,370. 
_Worki .—Two “ Airey’ houses at _Har- 
rington Parks site, for T.C.: *Dunn Bros., 
a. Salterbeck, Harrington, Workington, 
Worsley.—52 houses off Manchester-rd., Little 
Hulton, for U.D.C. W. Thorpe and H. Hirst 
Smith (L. & F.), 66, Deansgate, Manchester 3 
*G. & J. Seddon, Ltd.. 3-5, Manchester-rd. 
West, Little Hulton, nr. Bolton. 
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GALBRAITH 
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CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.Cl 


LIMITED 


of 
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